
 

PEASANTS, PRINCES & PESTILENCE! 

Year 5 Autumn 1 

 
Flee your fields, close your doors & pull up the 

drawbridge: the dreaded & deathly ‘Great Pestilence’ is 
here! Mount your steed and gallop through the dark & 
deadly world of 14th Century Britain, sword & shield at 
the ready, pledging your allegiance to King & Country! 

We will be travelling back to 14th Century Britain – 
reading & writing historical accounts, poems & tales & 
discovering the grotesque effects of bugs & bacteria 

on the human body.  
And if you smell a rat, my friend – get out of there! 

 

English 
Through our research of the Great 

Pestilence, we will be writing explanations 
of how the plague spread. we will be 

writing our own poetry using metaphors & 
similes, as well as grisly diary entries about 
life during the Black Death. We will use The 
Canterbury Tales as inspiration to write & 
perform our own battle vows & persuasive 

speeches.  

Art & D.T. 
We will be learning about art from 14th 

Century Britain in order to create lettered 

printing blocks which we will decorate using 

illumination techniques. We’ll also make 

detailed drawings of a knight’s armour & 

headwear, creating our own design for a 

knight’s heraldic helmet/shield. 

P.E.  
Netball: Play competitive games & apply 
basic principles suitable for attacking & 

defending. 
Hockey: Take part in outdoor challenges 

both individually & within a team. 
Young Leaders – mentoring and coaching 

infants in sports games.  

 
 

Science 
After looking at the lifecycles of flowering 
plants, we will be using our research from 
the Black Death we will find out about & 
compare the lifecycles of rodents, fleas & 

bacteria, discussing similarities & 
differences between them. We will also be 
working scientifically to look at properties & 

changes of materials.  

Geography  
We will be finding out where the Black 

Death originated and how it first came to 

Britain, plotting on a world map where it 

started and which areas/countries were 

affected. We will draw sketch maps & mark 

findings on a printed map. 

 

History 
We will sequence the symptoms & changes 
that occurred when someone was infected 

with the Black Death. We will find out 
about a knight’s role in battle including the 
importance of armoury, weaponry, tactics 
and chivalry. As well as creating a royal 

timeline for sequencing the reign of kings 
between 1300-1400. 

Computing 
- Create & present a summative presentation on the 
key events of the 14th century. 
- Programming & coding using Scratch.  

P.S.H.E 
Healthy Relationships – Friendship. To 

know & understand the features of a good 

friend & work co-operatively, showing 

fairness & consideration.  

Maths 

Maths will be taught separately. You will be 

provided with a list of objectives for the 

year.  

R.E. 
Please see separate coverage.  

 

French 
Numbers 20 to 40. Telling the time. Directions. Days, 

months, seasons & weather.  


