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We work together, we play together, we laugh together, we pray together.  
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Newsletter 

Forthcoming  
dates 

 
 

8 Oct Parent Governor 
Election day 

10 Oct Reception and Year 6 
class mass 2.15 
18 Oct Parent Social 
22 Oct Half term week 
29 Oct Back to school 
6 Nov Coffee Morning 
8 Nov Year 6 Assembly 9.15 
9 Nov Y5 cake sale 
20 Nov Year 5 and 2 class 
mass 
23 Nov Year 2 Assembly 
9.15 
26 Nov Parent Forum 
27 & 28 Nov Parent Teacher 
Meetings 

13 & 14 Dec Nativity Plays 
2pm  
19 Dec Carol Service 6.30pm 
20 Dec Christmas Lunch 
21 Dec Break up at 1.30 
 
 

Please note that class trips 
are not added here, please 
check your child’s bag daily 
for letters from the teacher. 

Dear Parents,  
My favourite part of this week has been going into classes to watch some English 

lessons. The children impressed me with their eagerness to learn, good behaviour 
and willingness to try their very best. Well done everyone! 
 

Our parent governor elections are on Monday- please do take the time to cast your 

vote. My sincere thanks to all those standing in the election. My heartfelt 
appreciation also, to Mrs McGinnie and Mr O’Callaghan, our last parent governors. 

You were so committed and supportive, and made a real difference to the school; 
we are hugely grateful to you both. 

                                    Best wishes, Mrs Griffiths, Headteacher 
 

             

Get thinking! 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

What do you think? Take a 
moment to discuss this at 

home, or with your 
friends. Don’t worry about 

whether your answer is 

right or wrong. It is the 
process of thinking, and 

trying to explain your 
ideas that is important. 

 

What’s the best 
form of transport- a 
train or a car? Why? 

Twitter 
The school now has a twitter 

account which you can follow 

@Oratory_Primary. Posts will 

share positive news and show 

good learning. We will be 

sending permission forms 

before posting any pictures of 

children.  

 

 

 

Poetry Competition 
To celebrate National Poetry Day on 

Thursday, Mrs Griffiths launched a 
poetry competition. The children have 

been challenged to write a poem of 

their choice. It can be about any 
subject, and be any type of poem 

(remember it doesn’t need to rhyme!). 
They can enter individually, or with a 

friend or relative. There will be 7 
winners- one from each class. All the 

poems will be made into a book 
displayed at school and the winning 

entries printed in the newsletter. The 

closing date for entries is 29th October, 
the first day back after half term. 

 

Parent Workshops 
The school is commmitted to supporting 

parental development, and aim to provide 

parent workshops which are informative and 
helpful and support families in both an 

academic and social sense. We would like your 
feedback and suggestions about what you 

would like these workshops to focus on. Would 

you like to know about early phonics? 
Calculation strategies? Positive behaviour 

management? Something else? Please let your 
class reps know your ideas and we will do our 

best to provide support on the most popular 

suggestions. 
 

Black History Month 
Today in assembly we began our 

understanding of black history month by 
hearing the story of Ruby Bridges who, at 
the age of six, advanced the cause of civil 

rights in November 1960 when she became 
the first African American student to 

integrate an elementary school in the South 
of the US. Our children responded in a very 
thoughtful way to the idea of segregation, 
and we were proud of their comments and 
reflections. Why don’t you ask them to tell 

you the story at home?  

 



 Parents Association News 
We’ve had a roaring start to the term with the first Second Hand Uniform sale of the year raising over £600 and the Year 6 cake 

sale, which raises funds for their end of year book, raising over £300. Well done to Year 6 and your parents, as I know you’re 

having a busy time at the moment.  
 
Here in the PA we’re really looking forward to the parents’ social evening on Thursday October 18th from 7-9. This is a chance 
for everyone to get together, meet new faces and catch up with old friends. We'll provide some drinks, decorate the hall and 
everyone who can is encouraged to bring a dish of finger food to share. The evening is primarily about bonding: one of the main 
roles of the PA, and one that I am keen to develop, is enhancing the school community and creating opportunities for the 
parents to get together and socialise. However, I would be in serious trouble with our Fundraising Manager, Mrs Sauve, if I didn't 
try to raise a bit of money for the school at the same time. One of the Reps came up with the idea of an Auction of Promises, so 
we’ve launched one. I will be sending a letter out at the beginning of next week with more details but for now you can go to this 
link and pledge a promise. A promise can be anything you have or can offer (be it time, a skill, a holiday home) that someone 
would bid for. Maybe you can spare an evening’s babysitting? Do you own a salon? Can you train someone on a particular 
computer skill? I’m plucking these ideas out of the air, but they are all items I would bid for! Anything can be a promise, so 
please go to the link and offer something. 
 
https://auctionofpromises.com/helpingtheoratorygrow 

 
On Monday Years 5 and 6 are each having a session with a debating company. This is something the PA has been keen to 
support for a while, so we look forward to hearing how it goes. We’re also helping the school purchase some additional RE text 
books, so that each child can have one to use. However after that we will need to replenish the coffers (see above: the Auction 
of Promises) before we can commit to any more spending, so please spare a moment to think of a way that you could contribute 
to the Auction so that the PA can continue to support our fabulous School. 
 
That’s all for now. Have a lovely weekend. 
Alex Yates, PA Chair 

 
 Parent Governor Election 

This coming Monday, 8th October, will be the parent governor 
election. The candidates are: 

 
 Mrs Alice Avenel  

 Mr Salvatore Maiorano  

 Mrs Mariah Maxwell  

 Ms Maya Sanbar 

 Mrs Alexandra Yates  

 

We are following the local authority’s procedures for parent 

governor elections. Those of you who have requested a postal vote 
need to return your ballot paper to the school before 5pm on 

Monday 8th October. You can post it to us if you wish. If you did not 
request a postal vote, you can vote at the school office between 

8.30 am and 5pm on Monday 8th October. Thank you for your 

interest and involvement. 

October is the month of 
the Rosary 

We are very grateful to all of the parents 

who have set up a rota to run Rosary 
club this month. Why not try to regularly 

pray a decade or two of the Rosary at 
home this month? 

 
 

 
 

Owls and owlets 

     
Our wonderful Year 6 pupils have been doing a great job of helping our Reception pupils to settle in. As wise ‘owls’, 

they help their ‘owlets’ to get to know how school life at Oratory works. Here are some of the special friends 
enjoying a playtime together. 

 

https://auctionofpromises.com/helpingtheoratorygrow

