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Spring Term: Issue 5

11th March 2016

We work together, we play together, we laugh together, we pray together.
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Forthcoming dates

Dear Parents,

15th March: Coffee
morning and 2nd hand
uniform sale
16th and 17th March:
Parent’s Evenings
22nd March: Yr 4 Easter
Assembly 9.30am
23rd March: Year 5
Easter Assembly 9.30am
24th March: Year 6
Easter Assembly 9.30am
24th March: Break up
for Easter holidays,
3.30pm
11th April: Back to
school
2nd May: Bank holiday
6th May: Year 2 cake
sale
9th May: Year 6 SATS
week
28th April: Mariko Kondo
concert for parents
18th June: First Holy
Communion 11am
*Please note that class
trip dates will not be
included here

As we move ever closer to the end of term, we are looking forward to
seeing you all at parents’ evenings this week, and Easter assemblies
for Years 4, 5 and 6 next week.

Easter Assemblies
Our annual Easter
assemblies are being
performed next week.
They will tell the story of
the events leading up to
the death and
resurrection of Jesus.
Each assembly will begin
at 9.30am and will last
approximately half an
hour. Parents of each
class are very welcome to
attend.

Best wishes, Mrs Griffiths, Headteacher

Parents’ evening
On 16th and 17th March there will be parents’ meetings after school. These
meetings are very important for you. Your child’s class teacher will be able to let
you know about the progress they have made in each core part of the
curriculum. They will also share with you the next steps which are planned for
your child’s learning, what their targets are and how you might be able to help
at home. In turn, it is a good opportunity for you to ask questions and let the
teacher know of any concerns. Appointments need to be kept to ten minutes
though, otherwise there can be a terrible backlog, and parents who have later
appointments can end up waiting for a long time. Ten minutes is usually
enough, but if you or your child’s teacher needs further time, another
appointment can always be made at a later date. Sign up sheets are on the
moveable whiteboard in the hall.

Absences
It is with disappointment that some children’s attendance figures have been
affected by appointments that ought to be made for after school. Please remember
that if children miss just a few hours of lessons, there is an effect on their
subsequent understanding of subjects. Please arrange routine medical appointments
after school. As you plan for your Easter and Summer holidays, please note that our
term dates are clearly published and we expect pupils to be in school every day,
right up until the end of term. Pupils may not leave early on the last day of term,
and registration will be taken at the end of the afternoon. We will ask for doctors’
certificates if pupils are unwell either side of school holidays. Families who
persistently take time off to catch early flights will be reported to the Local Authority
and may be fined. Thank you for your co-operation.

Congratulations to Year 4 with 96.3% attendance last week!
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Beethoven Music Assembly

Last Wednesday, we were very lucky to be treated to a special music assembly from two parents Mairko Kondo and
Balint Szekely. They told us about Beethoven's life and how his dramatic and energetic music shocked people at that
time. The children learned that music can be happy (in a major key) and sad (in a minor key) and how each sound
has different colour, how C minor was a special key for Beethoven and how he chose it during painful times. They
played 7th violin sonata Op.30 Nr.2, and put on the beginning of the 5th symphony (which is on Voyager 2 to meet
aliens if they exist!) Mariko played Fur Elise, which Beethoven composed for his nephew to learn. Children walked in
and out of the hall listening to the 2nd movement of the beautiful Pathetique sonata in c minor. Thanks to Mariko and
Balint for giving up their time. The children and adults thoroughly enjoyed the assembly. Save the date: Mariko will
be performing for parents at a social event in the evening of 28th April. Watch this space for further information!

Book Week

We thoroughly enjoyed book week last week. Each class decorated their doorway in the style of a book they
have enjoyed; you can see some examples here. Children (and staff!) made a huge effort to dress as a book
character, and our book fair raised a total of £1104.36, on which we receive commission to spend on books for
the school. Thank you all for your support.

Governor’s Fund

R.E. Inspection report

Each year the Governors invite parents to make a
donation of £30 towards the upkeep of the school
and the building. As a voluntary aided school, the
governors pay for 10% of the cost of building
works from the governors’ fund. On behalf of the
Fathers of the Oratory we would like to thank you
for your very generous donations to the
Governors' Fund. At the present time, two thirds
of families are yet to contribute and we ask that
any outstanding contributions are sent to the
school by Friday 18th March at the latest so that
the books can be presented for their annual audit
at the end of the financial year. Of course, in time
of hardship, the school understands that
contributions may not be possible, but it may be
that some families have simply forgotten. Thank
you for your understanding and support which is
as always greatly appreciated.

‘No aspect of the daily life of the school is left
unobserved in reflecting the mission of Catholic
education through the Catholic life of the school.’
The link to our Diocesan Inspection Report is on the
school’s website in the ‘published information’ section.
We extend our thanks to all parents who filled in
questionnaires or helped as part of the interview process.
The inspection team recognised the positive work that
the school does to promote a high standard of R.E. They
also offered helpful advice in developing R.E. further,
which the school is already beginning to implement.

Pick up at 3.30pm
If you have asked other parents, friends or
relatives to collect your children, please make
sure that you inform the school office by
telephone of the change as soon as you can.

