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18th November 2016

We work together, we play together, we laugh together, we pray together.
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Forthcoming dates
22nd & 23rd Nov: Parents’
evening
29th Nov: Year 5 and 4
class Mass, 2.15pm
2nd Dec: Year 5 cake sale
3.30pm
6th Dec: curriculum
workshop 9am
7th and 8th Dec: reception
class parents’ evening
15 & 16 Dec: Infant
nativity plays 2pm
19th Dec: Junior carol
service 7pm
20th Dec: ‘Children’s day’:
Christmas lunch and
entertainment
21st Dec: Break up 3.30pm
3rd Jan: back to school
9th – 13th Jan: School
science week
13th Jan: Year 4 cake sale
17th Jan: Year 3 and 2
class Mass, 2.15pm
20th Jan: Year 3 class
assembly
24th Jan: Coffee morning

Please note that class trips
are not added here, please
check your child’s bag daily
for letters from the teacher.

Dear Parents,
It has been quite a busy few weeks for staff and children, full to the brim
with learning- we can’t believe how fast this half term is going! Although
we are already seeing Christmas lights on the Kings road, in our next
newsletter we will tell you how the children will be marking Advent at
Oratory Primary School, since Sunday 27th November marks the start of
this season of expectant waiting. Have a lovely weekend!
Best wishes, Mrs Griffiths, Headteacher

Brilliant birds and amazing animals
The school welcomed some very
unusual visitors last week- prickly,
scaly, feathered and slimy ones!
Year 5 encountered creatures
such as a hedgehog, giant snails,
and enormous spiders, for their
creative learning project ‘Beast
Creator’. Year 3’s topic of
‘Predator’ saw them making
friends with birds of prey,
including a golden eagle!

Reminder: Parents’ Evening
nd

rd

On 22 and 23 November there will be parent/teacher meetings
after school. These meetings are very important for you. Your
child’s class teacher will be able to let you know about the progress
they have made in each core part of the curriculum. They will also
share with you the next steps which are planned for your child’s
learning, what their targets are and how you might be able to help
at home. In turn, it is a good opportunity for you to ask questions
and let the teacher know of any concerns. Appointments need to be
kept to ten minutes though, otherwise there can be a terrible
backlog, and parents who have later appointments can end up
waiting for a long time. Ten minutes is usually enough, but if you or
your child’s teacher needs further time, another appointment can
always be made at a later date. Sign up sheets are on the
moveable whiteboard in the hall. Reception parents, please sign up
for your deferred meetings on 7th and 8th December.

PA news…
Thank you again for the help that you
gave to make the Parents Association
evening last Thursday the success that it
was. The hall looked beautiful and so
many of you kindly brought food,
donated prizes for the raffle and of
course bought the raffle tickets. I’m
delighted to say we raised over £1000
that evening and a further £200 at the
second hand uniform sale on Tuesday.
This money is going to be used
straightaway to buy books for the
classrooms. Thank you!
Mrs Yates, Joint Chair

Uniform
It has been two years since the school
introduced the new style tracksuits, and we
have allowed a long period of transition so
that children could get the most wear
possible out of their old tracksuits. Please
note that from September 2017, all children
in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be required to
wear the new school tracksuit for P.E.
lessons.

Our ‘beanie’ hats are an optional item of
uniform. They can be worn only when
children return from swimming lessons with
wet hair. Caps and berets are to be worn at
all other times.

Now that the weather is colder, children
may come to school wearing scarves and
gloves. Gloves should be bottle green and
scarves green and yellow striped. Earmuffs
are not part of school uniform but can be
worn to and from school in very cold
weather, and should be bottle green only.

Information Gathering
Each year, the Dept. for
Education gathers information on
all pupils in England and Wales.
This year they have asked for
additional details about our
pupils. Please could you
complete the form attached with
this newsletter and return it to
the school office as soon as
possible. Thank you.

Reminder: Parents’ Workshop
On Tuesday 6th December, we will be holding a Parents’
curriculum workshop in the school hall. Mr Murphy will
be running a session on how maths is taught across the
school. It will focus on addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division. Mrs Griffiths will follow with a
short session on how the children are taught to read
using letters and sounds (phonics). The workshop will
last approximately an hour and a half, starting at 9am.

Judaism workshops
As part of our R.E. curriculum, the children learn about other
world faiths. This week, each class attended an assembly and a
class workshop about Judaism. The children’s knowledge was
extended in a fascinating and practical way. Why don’t you ask
your child what they learned to find out more?

