Newsletter

Autumn Term: Issue 7

8th December 2017

We work together, we play together, we laugh together, we pray together.
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Forthcoming dates

Dear Parents,

11 Dec Parent workshop
9am, school hall
14 & 15 Dec: Infant Nativity
Plays 2pm
18 Dec: Carol Service 7pm
19 Dec: Children’s day and
Christmas Lunch
20 Dec: Break up at 1.30pm
2 Jan: INSET
3 Jan: back to school
8 Jan: secondary transfer
meeting Y5 parents 3.45
12 Jan: Y4 cake sale
19 Jan: Y4 Assembly

Everyone at school has thoroughly enjoyed listening to the music performances today
led by Mrs Bryan and Mr Roberts; our orchestra this morning, and Years 1, 2, 3 and 5
this afternoon. The school is very grateful to be working with our colleagues at the
tri-borough music hub, for their wonderful work. They inspire the children’s love of
instrumental playing and we currently have more children than ever who play an
instrument at school.

Please note that class trips are
not added here, please check
your child’s bag daily for letters
from the teacher.

Ice skating

Father John is arranging a trip
to the NHM ice rink on Friday
15th December at 4pm. He
would love as many of you as
possible to join him. Tickets
can be purchased in advance
online and there are family
discounts available. No
accompanied children please.
He’ll meet you on the ice!

The notes from last month’s parents’ forum meeting are now on the ‘Parental
Involvement’ section of the school website, do take a look.

Best wishes, Mrs Griffiths, Headteacher

Term Time
Holidays
Please remember that the
last day of term is
Wednesday 20th December;
term time holidays are not
authorised. Absence from
school at the end of term
affects children academically
and socially, and reflects
badly on the school. Ilness on
the last or first day of term
should be supported by a
doctors’ certificate

Parents’ Association News
Dear Parents
The children’s Christmas party is nearly upon us and if they
haven’t already done so your reps will be in touch about
donations of satsumas, grapes and homemade snowflake shaped
biscuits.
At the end of next week the children will all be given a decoration
to take home, decorate and cut out for us. We will string them up
around the hall so the children can admire their handiwork while
they’re partying.
We can’t wait to watch the Infants perform their Nativity on
Thursday and Friday and thank you to those parents who’ve
offered to bring in some mulled wine and (nut free) treats for
after the performances. If any parents of Juniors are free to help
serve these that would be much appreciated.
The children’s Mass is this Sunday at 11.15 in the Little Oratory.
Do come and celebrate the second Sunday of Advent and hear
Mariko’s lovely choir sing.
Have a lovely weekend
Alex Yates, PA Chair

Reminder: Last day
of term before
Christmas
Our last day of term is
Wednesday December 20th,
and school will finish at
1.30pm, following our recent
parent consultation and
agreement from governors.
It is important that the routines and expectations
surrounding this change are made clear from the
outset, therefore we ask that you please note the
following points carefully:
 All classes will be registered at 1.20pm and
dismissed from the hall in the usual way at
1.30pm.
 Please do not arrive early at the office,
requesting for your child to leave before lunch.
Afternoon absence will not be authorised.
 It is important that all families attend school for
the half day. If registers show a dip in
attendance, then the school may need to revert
to a 3.30pm finish once again.

Antisocial driving
We have had a letter from a local resident who
has informed us that they have witnessed a
parent from our school driving at speed along
Pond Place to drop off children in the morning.
We would request that our parents are mindful
of pedestrians (including our own pupils) when
driving close to the school, and drive at a safe
speed. Also, it is important that drivers switch off
their engines before collecting and dropping off
your children. Thank you.

Arrangements for
Christmas Events
Infant Nativity Plays
Our infant nativity plays are on the 14th and 15th
December at 2pm in the school hall. Due to limited
space, the show is repeated on each day so please
only attend ONE performance. When you arrive in the
hall, you will see that some chairs are reserved for
staff. Please keep these chairs free. After the
performance, the Parents’ Association will kindly
provide refreshments while you wait for your child to
get changed into uniform again. We would really
appreciate it if some junior parents could volunteer for
this so that infant parents can concentrate on the
performance, please contact your class rep if you can
help. When the children are ready you will be asked to
collect your child from the classroom, and you may
also take any siblings from the juniors.
Junior Carol Service
On Monday 18th December our Junior Carol Service
will take place at the Oratory Church. The service will
start at 7pm, however, all children must arrive at
6.40pm. The pupils must be clean and tidy in
appearance, wearing white shirts and blazers. At the
end of the service, the children will process down the
aisle, and wait with their teacher outside where you
can collect them. Please let the teacher know that you
are taking your child. This is a religious service, and
NO PHOTOGRAPHY IS ALLOWED. Please ask your
friends and relatives too, as unfortunately every year
there are a handful of people who sadly do not
respect this request and need to be reminded during
the service. We would be grateful if some parents
could volunteer to carry the heavy benches back to
their original positions at the end of the service.
Please let your rep know if you can help.
Children’s Day
Tuesday 19th December is Children’s Day. Pupils
attend school wearing their own clothes (a Christmas
jumper would be fun!) and enjoy lunch that the
Parents’ Association will very kindly provide. The
infants will have an entertainer in the morning and the
juniors have a disco in the afternoon. The children
always have a wonderful day, as do the parents who
very kindly organise the catering and decoration of
the hall! We ask for a donation of £2 per child to
cover the cost of the entertainment. Please give this
to the class teacher on the day.

Congratulations!
Chet in Year 2 was the overall winner in our AntiBullying poster competition. Congratulations also to our
year group winners, and thank you to everyone who
entered the competition, there were many wonderful
entries and it was very difficult to choose a winner
from each class. Thanks also to Vera and Sofia our
Wellbeing Prefects who judged the competition so well.

Reminder: Parent Workshop
Mrs Griffiths will be holding a workshop for parents on
raising children’s self-esteem on Monday 11th
December from 9.00- 9.45. The workshop will explore
ways in which we can help our children to have a
positive sense of self-belief, resilience and confidence.

School Uniform
Now that the weather is colder, children may come to school
wearing scarves and gloves. Gloves should be bottle green
and scarves green and yellow striped. Earmuffs are not part
of school uniform but can be worn to and from school in
very cold weather, and should be bottle green only.

Our ‘beanie’ hats are an optional item of uniform. They can
be worn only when children return from swimming lessons
with wet hair. Caps and berets are to be worn at all other
times.

