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Autumn Term: Issue 7

7th December 2018

We work together, we play together, we laugh together, we pray together.

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Forthcoming
dates
13 & 14 Dec Nativity Plays
2pm
19 Dec Carol Service 6.30pm
20 Dec Christmas Lunch
21 Dec Break up at 1.30
7 Jan Inset day
8 Jan Back to school
15 Jan Year 4 and 1 Class
Mass
18 Jan Year 5 assembly
21 Jan STEM week
30 Jan Parent/Child
Bookshare
1 Feb Year 4 cake sale
8 Feb Year 4 Assembly
12 Feb Year 3 Class Mass
and First Holy Communion
Meeting
15 Feb Break up for half
term at 3.30pm
5 Mar Pancake sale Y3
parents
6 Mar Ash Wednesday
11 Mar Parent Forum

Please note that class trips
are not added here, please
check your child’s bag daily
for letters from the teacher.

Dear Parents,
The staff and children are preparing very well for our Christmas events and the
children are managing the task of remembering that advent is a time of waiting
while not being too distracted by the excitement of the Christmas season. Please
read the arrangements for our Christmas events very carefully, and support us
with our requests. These events are wonderful- but only if everyone follows the
rules as well as the children will! Many thanks for your cooperation!
Best wishes, Mrs Griffiths, Headteacher

Parents’ Association News
Dear Parents,
The craft fair last Friday was a fabulous day showcasing the many talents of our parents.
There was a huge variety of beautiful things for sale and a really warm atmosphere in the
hall. The PA raised nearly £2000 which will pay for the RE books the school needs. We’re also
going to buy some new chairs to enable Mr Toro to clear out the old chairs and clutter in the
hall cupboard making it much safer for all who use it. This prompted me and Nathalie to have
another clear out of the PA cupboard. We came across a pile of plates which I will leave in the
hall on Monday. If they’re not claimed by Wednesday morning they will be added to Mr Toro’s
rubbish pile, so do have a look if you think you’re missing one.
Thank you to everyone who supported the IQ Christmas cards scheme, and thank you to Mrs
Brown for organising it, as she does every year. This also raises funds for the PA. Once the
books and chairs are paid for we’re working to help the school buy a new server so all your
support is gratefully received.
We have the Nativity and children’s party coming up and your reps will be in touch about
ways you can help.
Thank you again for your continued support
Alex Yates
PA Chair

Get thinking!
Do you think
human life is more
important than
animal life?
What do you think? Take a
moment to discuss this at
home, or with your
friends. Don’t worry about
whether your answer is
right or wrong. It is the
process of thinking, and
trying to explain your
ideas that is important.

Netball Finals
On Wednesday
December 5th the Y5/6
Netball team traveled
to Westway to compete
in the borough finals!
The group showed
wonderful teamwork
and perseverance in
their competition
against the best netball
players in the local
area. They played
incredibly hard and
finished 5th out of the
entire borough! Well
done Netball team!

Year 6 at the Palace!
Year 6 had a wonderful day at Kensington Palace yesterday where they
serenaded the visitors with their beautiful carol singing. So many people
stopped Mrs Steinart to say how beautifully they sang. We then had a
fascinating workshop with Queen Victoria herself in which we learnt about
Christmas in the Victorian times.

Children’s Day
Thursday 20th December is
Children’s Day. Pupils attend
school wearing their own clothes
(a Christmas jumper would be
fun!) and enjoy lunch that the
Parents’ Association will very
kindly provide. The infants will
have an entertainer in the
morning and the juniors have a
disco in the afternoon. The
children always have a wonderful
day, as do the parents who very
kindly organise the catering and
decoration of the hall! If you are
helping on the day, we ask that
you do not bring extra food, as
we need to monitor ingredients
for children with allergies. We
ask for a donation of £2 per child
to cover the cost of the
entertainment. Please give this
to the class teacher on the day.

Term Time Holidays

Infant Nativity Plays
Our infant nativity plays are on the 13th and 14th December at 2pm in the
school hall. Due to limited space, the show is repeated on each day so
please only attend ONE performance; it is unfair on others to ignore this
request. When you arrive in the hall, you will see that some chairs are
reserved for staff and guests. Please keep these chairs free. After the
performance, the Parents’ Association will kindly provide refreshments while
you wait for your child to get changed into uniform again. We would really
appreciate it if some junior parents could volunteer for this so that infant
parents can concentrate on the performance, please contact your class rep if
you can help. When the children are ready you will be asked to collect your
child from the classroom, and you may also take any siblings from the
juniors.

Junior Carol Service
On Wednesday 19th December our Junior Carol Service will take place at the
Oratory Church. The service will start at 7pm, however, all children must
arrive at S Joseph’s hall at 6.40pm. The pupils must be clean and tidy in
appearance, wearing white shirts and blazers. Duffle coats must be left with
parents. At the end of the service, the children will process down the aisle,
and wait with their teacher outside where you can collect them. Please let
the teacher know that you are taking your child. This is a religious service,
and NO PHOTOGRAPHY IS ALLOWED. Please ask your friends and relatives
too, as unfortunately every year there are a handful of people who sadly do
not respect this request and need to be reminded during the service. We
would be grateful if some parents could volunteer to carry the heavy
benches back to their original positions at the end of the service, please let
your rep know if you can help.

Please remember that the last
day of term is Friday 21st
December; term time holidays
are not authorised. Absence from
school at the end of term affects
children academically and
socially, and reflects badly on the
school. Illness on the last or first
day of term should be supported
by a doctors’ certificate

Last day of term

We ask that you please note the
following points carefully:
 All classes will be registered at
1.20pm and dismissed from
the hall in the usual way at
1.30pm.
 Please do not arrive early at
the office, requesting for your
child to leave before lunch.
Afternoon absence will not be
authorised.
 It is important that all families
attend school for the half day.
If registers show a dip in
attendance, then the school
may need to revert to a
3.30pm finish once again.

