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We work together, we play together, we laugh together, we pray together.
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Forthcoming dates
12 Feb Year 3 Class Mass
and First Holy Communion
Meeting 2.15
15 Feb Break up for half
term at 3.30pm
28 Feb Parents’ Party 7.30
Hollywood Arms
5 Mar Pancake sale Y3
parents
6 Mar Ash Wednesday
11 Mar Parent Forum
12 Mar Coffee Morning
15 Mar Year 3 Assembly
18 Mar Eco week
26/27 Mar Parents’
evenings
2 Apr Year 4 Easter
Assembly
3 Apr Year 5 Easter
Assembly
4 Apr Year 6 Easter
Assembly
5 Apr Break up at 1.30
23 Apr INSET day school
closed to pupils
24 Apr Back to school
Please note that class trips are
not added here, please check
your child’s bag daily for letters
from the teacher.

Get thinking!
What does it mean
to be free?

Dear Parents,
Congratulations for almost making it to half term! This is our last newsletter before
the half term holiday, and we are all feeling the strain of coughs, colds, dark
mornings and rain! I hope you all have a restful holiday.
I would also like to say a big thank you for helping us improve attendance. Usually
by now I will have had some requests for absence, as I know quite a few of you go
away skiing over February half term and in past years have wanted to set off early.
This year I haven’t had any! Thank you so much for listening to my pleas; I
appreciate your support with this very important issue.

Best wishes, Mrs Griffiths, Headteacher

Individual and Sibling
Photographs

Boat Competition

Individual and sibling photographs will be
taken next week, on Thursday 14th February
and Friday 15th February. Please ensure that
hair is tidy and children are wearing clean
white shirts and jumpers/cardigans on both
days. If PE is scheduled, kits must be brought
into school to change into. Pupils can bring
their own combs or brushes to school that
day if they use them sensibly. Photos will be
in colour this year as requested.

The boat competition is proving to be
very successful with 15 children already
in the final with some classes still to be
tested. Hopefully we should have winners
by half term! No more entries please, the
collection seems to be growing!

Term time holidays
As you plan for your Easter and Summer
holidays, please note that our term dates are
clearly published and we expect pupils to be
in school every day, right up until the end of
term. Pupils may not leave early on the last
day of term, and registration will be taken at
the end of the afternoon. We will ask for
doctors’ certificates if pupils are unwell either
side of school holidays. Families who
persistently take time off to catch early
flights will be reported to the Local Authority.

We even have an Oratory themed boat!

Governors’ fund
What do you think? Take a
moment to discuss this at
home, or with your
friends. Don’t worry about
whether your answer is
right or wrong. It is the
process of thinking, and
trying to explain your
ideas that is important.

Contributions towards the Governors’ Fund are now due. This is an annual request from the
governors who invite parents to make a donation towards the upkeep of the school building.
As a voluntary aided school, the governors pay for a proportion of the cost of building works
from the governors’ fund. The governors suggest a voluntary contribution of £30 per family
per year but please be as generous as you can. Contributions may be given to the school
office and cheques should be made payable to “The Oratory Primary School”. The
Governors’ Fund is a registered charity with The Oratory Church and as such we have Gift Aid
forms in the office which parents can sign. This is an easy way of making your contribution go
further and you only need to sign the gift aid declaration once. We would be most grateful if
Governors’ Fund contributions could be received before the end of the Spring term when the
books are presented for their annual audit. Thank you.

Parents Association News
It was nice to see so many of you at the coffee morning last Thursday. This was in response to a number of parents asking for
one to be held on a different day of the week. The next one is a Tuesday (12th March) but we will try and schedule a different
day from time to time where possible.
Congratulations to Year 4 for raising over £300 at the cake sale last week. Thank you for making such a delicious array of treats
for us.
Last but by no means least we have decided to squeeze in a social evening before Lent. Come and join us at the Hollywood
Arms on Thursday 28th February. Tickets are £5 on sale from your rep now, with all proceeds going to the PA. Primarily this is a
chance for us to get together away from the school gates, but we’ll be holding a small auction on the night to help the school
upgrade its server. Do come and have a drink, a bite to eat and a catch up with friends in the beautiful upstairs room at the
Hollywood Arms.
In the meantime have a lovely weekend.
Alex

How to enjoy reading with your child,
with tips from the Book Trust…
Set aside some time: Find somewhere quiet without any
distractions - turn off the TV/radio/computer. Ask your
child to choose a book: Sharing books they have chosen
shows you care what they think and that their opinion
matters. This means they are more likely to engage with the
book. Sit close together: Encourage your child to hold the
book themselves and/or turn the pages. Point to the
pictures: If there are illustrations, relate them to something
your child knows. Ask them to describe the characters or
situation or what will happen next. Encourage them to tell
you the story by looking at the pictures. Encourage your
child to talk about the book: Talking about the characters
and their dilemmas helps children understand relationships
and is an excellent way for you to get to know each other or
discuss difficult issues. Give your child plenty of time to
respond. Ask them what will happen next, how a character
might be feeling or how the book makes them feel. And
lastly, above all - make it fun! It doesn't matter how you
read with a child, as long as you both enjoy the time
together.

Catholic Children’s Society
Last week we had a visit form Kimberly from the
Catholic Children’s Society to introduce their Lenten
appeal, in which we participate every year. The theme
of the 2019 Lenten Appeal is ‘Shine Your Light.’ Pupils
will think about how they can use their talents to make
the world a brighter place. Lenten boxes will be given
to each child by our R.E. monitors next week. The
Lenten appeal will raise money to support children in
our diocese who are in need.

This week marked safer internet day. The children in
KS2 were taught about how to stay safe online during
assembly. Remember the SMART rules for safety!

