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We work together, we play together, we laugh together, we pray together.
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Forthcoming dates
5 Mar Pancake sale Y3
parents
6 Mar Ash Wednesday
7 Mar World Book Day
11 Mar Parent Forum
12 Mar Coffee Morning
15 Mar Year 3 Assembly
18 Mar Eco week
21 Mar Y6 Children’s
Parliament Assembly
26/27 Mar Parents’
evenings
28 Mar Danceathon
fundraiser
2 Apr Year 4 Easter
Assembly
3 Apr Year 5 Easter
Assembly
4 Apr Year 6 Easter
Assembly
5 Apr Break up at 1.30
23 Apr INSET day school
closed to pupils
24 Apr Back to school
26 Apr Y2 cake sale

Dear Parents,
You will have been sent a questionnaire this week; please take the time to respond. It helps
us to understand what you think works well, and how we might make our school even better.
If you ‘disagree’ with one of the statements, completing the section for comments is
especially important, otherwise we will not know how to address your concerns. With all
forms such as this- people often only bother to complete them if they have something to
complain about. Please do fill it even if you are very happy with your child’s experience, as it
will enable us to continue good practise, and, of course, it will make us smile! Don’t forget to
complete the form for each child you have (otherwise the percentages will be skewed!). Have
a lovely weekend.

Best wishes, Mrs Griffiths, Headteacher

World Book Day Thursday 7th March
National Book Day is on Thursday 7th March which will involve our annual and very fun 'dress
up day'. The children in school council have decided that they would like the theme of 'Heroes
and Villains' this year which still allows for a wide variety of choice, as almost every book has
a ‘goodie’ or a ‘baddie’ or both! What about these characters for inspiration?

Please note that class trips are
not added here, please check
your child’s bag daily for letters
from the teacher.

Get thinking!
Is it always good
to pursue your
dream?
What do you think? Take a
moment to discuss this at
home, or with your
friends. Don’t worry about
whether your answer is
right or wrong. It is the
process of thinking, and
trying to explain your
ideas that is important.

The travelling book fair will be in the school hall every morning and afternoon before and
after school next week. Please do come and have a look with your child as there will be lots
of lovely books on offer!
The timings will be as follows:
Monday: 8.30 - 8.55am and 3.30 - 4.00pm
Tuesday: 8.30 - 8.55am and 3.30 - 4.00pm
Wednesday: 8.30 - 8.55am and 3.30 - 4.00pm
Thursday: 8.30 - 8.55am and 3.30 - 4.00pm
Friday: 8.30 - 8.55am
The good news is there is now a much more efficient system if you don't want to have to
worry about having cash available or if your child is picked up by somebody else other than
yourself...you can go onto the parent section of the Travelling Books website https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/travelling-books/parents where you will see a link for 'gift
vouchers'. The website gives you all of the necessary information, but you can purchase
these vouchers and then just print them off to bring to the book fair and spend. Obviously, if
you'd rather just pay by cash (or cheque) then that is absolutely fine.

Parents Association News
What a fabulous evening we had at the Hollywood Arms last night! It was such a delight to see so many of you and I for one
thoroughly enjoyed myself. Furthermore, we raised some money through ticket sales to help the school upgrade its router.
I am delighted to announce the launch of the beautiful Oratory hair accessories. Mrs Birkert has kindly donated the first
exclusive batch and if you didn’t see them last night you’ll be able to catch them at the next coffee morning on the 12th March.
Once we have it up and rolling you’ll be able to order the products directly from us.
Don’t forget there’s a Forum coming up on the 11th March so do contact your rep with any suggestions or concerns you may
have. Thank you once again for your continued support of the Parents Association, it is much appreciated.
Alex Yates
PA Chair

Lent begins next
Wednesday.
Why is it important to
us as Catholics?
Lent lasts 40 days, not including Sundays, and is a time of preparation for Easter. Lent finishes on Easter Sunday morning. It
begins the day after Shrove Tuesday (Ash Wednesday); in some parts of the world Shrove Tuesday is called ‘Fat Tuesday’, in
France ‘Mardi Gras’ and in the Caribbean ‘Carnival’ (Latin for ‘going without meat’). In Britain, Shrove Tuesday is often known as
Pancake Day. For Christians this means one last party and celebration, eating up all the nice, sweet, enjoyable things in the
cupboard before beginning Lent.
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. In the Bible if you were really sorry for something you had done you would wear sackcloth and
put ashes on your head so everyone could see you meant it. Today Roman Catholics and many members of the Church of
England go to church where the priest will burn last year’s Palm Sunday crosses and use the ash to put a mark on a person’s
forehead. Father Edward will be distributing ashes for the children on Wednesday.
Why is Lent important to Christians? Lent reminds Christians of Jesus’ time of temptation and fasting (going without food) in the
desert which lasted for 40 days and nights. Christians believe that by copying Jesus’ example they can become better Christians.
By eating less, fasting at certain times or giving up their favourite food they will have more time to focus and think about their
faith, to read the Bible and pray. They become more self-disciplined and stronger willed at resisting all types of temptation. They
appreciate all the things they do have and become more aware of other people’s needs. In assembly today we talked about
being like caterpillars turning into butterflies: Lent is like a period of time we can spend in cocoons, transforming ourselves for
Jesus. Next week, we will begin our annual Lenten collection for the Catholic Children’s Society, and we will display our Lenten
promises. The children will be raising money through a sponsored ‘danceanthon’ later this month (more information to follow).

Safeguarding children:
technology
Mrs Griffiths sent an email via parent reps today
regarding some concerns reported in the news
about online safety. Please check your mail and
follow the advice if you have any concerns about
this specific issue.
Also, a general reminder to parents that children
should only carry mobile phones to make calls if
they travel to school by themselves. The internet
facilities should be disabled so that you can
always supervise your child’s online access.

Early help:
Presentation for Parents
Families living in Kensington and Chelsea with children aged 0-19yrs can
access support for the whole family when you are facing challenges or if
you are worried about one of your children. ‘Early Help’ offer support to
families when issues are just starting, their aim is to work with you to
help identify your families unique strengths and to build these with you
whilst also working to improve other areas of your family life.
A member of staff from Early Help will be attending our next coffee
morning to let parents know all about their service. Do come along!

