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We work together, we play together, we laugh together, we pray together.
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Forthcoming dates
25 Nov Parent Forum 2pm
26 Nov Y1 and 2 Science fair
29 Nov Early Reading and
Writing Workshop 9-10 am
2 Dec Peddle my Bike Sale
2 Dec Class Mass Year 6 &
Reception
5 Dec Y5 Assembly 9.15
12 & 13 Dec Infant’s Nativity
Play 2pm
17 Dec Junior Carol Service
6.30pm
19 Dec Christmas Lunch
20 Dec Break up 1.30pm
7 Jan INSET school closed to
pupils
8 Jan Back to school
15 Jan Year 3 Class Mass
and First Communion meeting
27 Jan Parent Child
Bookshare 3.45
30 Jan Y2 Assembly 9.15
6 Feb Y4 Assembly 9.15
11 Feb Class Mass Y4 & Y1
14 Feb Break up 3.30pm
17-21 Feb Half term week
24 Feb Back to school
25 Feb Y3 pancake sale
6 June First Holy Communion
Mass 11am

Dear Parents,
I was nice to catch up with many of you this week during parents’ evenings. Thank you for
your kind words of support for the school and what we do here. I hope you found the
meeting useful for helping your child with their next steps. One of our super staff members
found the following quote which is so true and so lovely: Popcorn is prepared in the same pot,
at the same temperature, in the same oil and yet, the kernels do not pop at the same time.
Don't feel you need to compare your child to others: their turn to pop is coming!
Unfortunately, it seems that some parents missed the following information and have asked
for meetings to fit around their personal schedules. All the teachers work incredibly hard. I am
responsible for their wellbeing and they simply cannot be expected to do this anymore. This
was printed in the last newsletter: An increasingly large proportion of parents have been
unable to attend parents’ evenings due to work commitments, and have requested alternative
days and times. Teachers have been kindly trying to accommodate them but this is no longer
sustainable, as staff have lesson preparation, planning and marking to attend to.
Have a great weekend with your little kernels of corn!

Best wishes, Mrs Griffiths, Headteacher

Hockey heroes
On Wednesday Y5 and Y6 took part in the 'Primary School Games Festival' at Westway which
included volleyball, dodgeball, tag rugby and hockey. All of the children represented the
school brilliantly - demonstrating excellent sportsmanship skills in all of their matches.
Particular congratulations must go to our Y6 Oratory 1 and Oratory 2 hockey teams who
managed to win their pools and then win their semi-final matches which resulted in an all
Oratory final. Well done to Oratory 1 who were crowned borough champions and to Oratory 2
for coming in a very close second! A much enjoyed sporting day for all...even if a little chilly!

Please note that class trips are not
added here, please check your
child’s bag daily for letters from the
teacher.

Get thinking!
If you could see into
the future, what
would you want to
know?

What do you think? Take a
moment to discuss this at
home, or with your friends.
Don’t worry about whether
your answer is right or
wrong. It is the process of
thinking, and trying to explain
your ideas that is important.

Sketching in Year 3

Look at the super sketching work done by our Year 3 pupils yesterday! They began by copying
a drawing of a house- taking care to observe every detail. Then, they sat opposite the houses
of our neighbours and used their observational skills to sketch what they could see. They are
wonderful drawings Year 3- keep up your great efforts.

Attendance
Over the next two weeks, we will be auditing our school
attendance and will be writing to you if your child’s
attendance is below the acceptable target. This happens
every November in order to inform parents if their child’s
attendance is having a negative impact on their learning,
and to invite parents to let us know if there is any way
that the school can support them in improving this.

Headlice
We have received reports of head lice in two classes. This
persistent problem can only be successfully eradicated if
all families cooperate, so, please check all family members
over the weekend and treat if necessary. Using a nit comb
through hair with conditioner has proven to be the most
effective method. Repeat the procedure after a week to
ensure any missed lice are found. Please ensure hair is
either cut short at the back and sides, or tied up.

Kindness and Anti-bullying week:
Correct Definitions
After last week’s kindness and anti-bullying week, we would
like to share with you the definitions that we have been
teaching the children in order than they can talk about
friendships respectfully and accurately.

Conflict is: A disagreement between two people- verbal or
physical.
Rudeness is: saying or doing something that hurts
someone else without meaning to be unkind
Meanness is: purposefully saying or doing something to
hurt someone once (or maybe twice).
Bullying is: Intentionally harmful behaviour by an individual
or group, repeated over time, that intentionally hurts another
individual or group either physically or emotionally. It can
take the form of physical or verbal action, it can be relational
(threat of taking friendship away) or carried out via
technology.

The Year 6 and Reception Class Mass has been
rescheduled for December 2nd at 2.15. Thank you.

All these issues need to be addressed as they can wound
deeply. Upstanders can make a huge difference in the lives
of others when they hold people accountable for unkind
behaviour. Yet, these four behaviours are distinct in
important ways that should be understood and differentiated
when it comes to intervention. Please ask the school if you
would like more information.

Reminder: Parent Workshop

Rooftop Playground Pals

New date for Class Mass

Would you like to find out how to support your child with
reading and writing at home? Do you want to learn more
about phonics? Then please come to join our parent
workshop on 29th November between 9 and 10am. Miss
Creer and Mrs Griffiths will be there to support you and to
answer any questions you may have.

Parents’ Association News

Dear Parents,
We have two weeks left on our fabulous auction: do have
a look, even if you have done so already- more items are
being added all the time. We have a two nights in St.
Mauritz, we have a photograph session, we have a
beautiful watch, stunning earrings, a round of golf.. not to
mention two Oratory dolls, dinners, theatre trips,
hampers, rugs and loads more.. Every single item has
been generously donated and so every penny goes to the
school. We hope to raise at least the £6000 the school
needs to redo the reading scheme and buy some more
maths books as well as all the other things the PA pays
for during the year.
Here’s the link:
https://auctionofpromises.com/2019TheOratoryPrimaryPA
I have three requests please: firstly if anyone has any
spare fairy lights they’re willing to donate to the school for
us to decorate the hall for the Christmas party, please
send me a message.
Secondly I need a photographer for the day on the 19th
December to take pictures at the children’s party and the
discos afterwards. If you’re reasonably good with a
camera and are free for the day (approx 12-3.30) please
let me know.
Finally we have been kindly given some fabulous
Christmas trousers but we need a few people who could
help with sewing on a small piece of Velcro on to each
pair. If you are able to help please let me or your Rep
know.
Thank you for your ongoing support.
Have a lovely weekend
Alex Yates

When visitors
come to our
school they
always ask “Can
I see your roof
playground?” It
truly surprises
them to see that
our children
have such a
good
opportunity to
be active and
play together in
such a small
space! Here you
can see some of
our junior
classes at
morning break.
They enjoy
playing with the
equipment, such
as skipping
ropes, sponge
balls, and even
practising circus
skills such as
spinning plates!
Fresh air, and a
fruit snack make
playtime a
welcome break
from
concentration at
their desks! As
you can
imagine, there’s
also a pretty
good view of the
local rooftops!

