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17th January 2020

We work together, we play together, we laugh together, we pray together.

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Forthcoming dates
27 Jan Parent Child
Bookshare 3.45
28 Jan Coffee morning 8.30
30 Jan Y2 Assembly 9.15
6 Feb Y4 Assembly 9.15
11 Feb Class Mass Y4 & Y1
14 Feb Break up 3.30pm
17-21 Feb Half term week
24 Feb Back to school
25 Feb Y3 pancake sale
2-5 Mar Book fair in school
5 Mar World Book Day
9/10 Mar Individual photos
12 Mar Y3 Assembly
16-20 Mar Art Week
25 Mar Y1 & 2 music hub
performance 2.30
25/26 Mar Parent Evening
6 June First Holy Communion
Mass 11am
Please note that class trips are not
added here, please check your
child’s bag daily for letters from the
teacher.

Dear Parents,
This is our first newsletter of the term. Is it too late to wish you a very happy
and healthy New Year? I hope not! Although we are still in the depths of
winter, this term is officially called ‘spring term’! Even though it’s the shortest
term of the year, it is the one where so much important learning takes place.
We have many wonderful experiences to look forward to in the coming
weeks, and some new dates have been added to the column on the left for
you to write in your diary. Have a lovely weekend.
Best wishes, Mrs Griffiths, Headteacher

Parents’ Association News

We have a quiet term this term, so we can focus on Lent. I am still finishing sorting the
auction lots, so do bear with me if you haven’t heard from your successful bidder yet- I’m
working on it! Thank you again for all your support with this. The money has already been
put to good use as new phonics books have been ordered.
We’ve got our first coffee morning and second hand uniform sale on the 28th January. You
can pick up both winter and summer uniform, purchase some of our beautiful hair accessories
as well as enjoying a cup of our Oratory tea or coffee with a slice of homemade cake. I’m
delighted that we can now take card payments, which I know will make life a lot easier. I look
forward to seeing you then.
Have a lovely weekend, Alex Yates, PA Chair

Parent and child bookshare

On Monday 27th January, Parents are invited to come into classrooms with their children to look at exercise books. This is an
excellent opportunity to talk to your child about what they are learning, what they enjoy and what they find challenging. Please
collect your children as usual at 3.30pm, then enter through the side playground from 3.45pm onwards. Please only look at your
own child’s books. We regret that we will be unable to admit those arriving after 5pm.

The Importance of Quiet and Calm

Do you ever feel that life runs at 100 miles an hour, without time for you and your children to reflect and recharge? After-school
clubs and weekend activities provide wonderful opportunities, but sometimes making time to be quiet and calm can be even more
rewarding. You make like to try some of these ideas together and see the difference it can make:
Use technology wisely
 Try listening to classical music.
 Limit TV time for children and don’t leave the TV on when you’re not watching it.
 Use tablets and computers with care. Drawing apps are calmer than games.
 Enforce technology-free periods
Introduce a daily quiet time:
 Dim the lights, suggest just resting
 Engage in silent activities such as reading books, doing art work, or a jigsaw puzzle
 Be still and listen; identify the sounds you hear around you: birds, cars, trees rustling
Sit together and focus awareness
 Say a known prayer from our school prayer guidelines
 Make prayers together, perhaps a list of things to thank God for
 Keep a diary of positive experiences
Be a good role model
 Ask your child questions and listen to their answers
 Let them see you reading, or engaging in another favourite pastime
 Use a quiet voice so your child has to listen carefully to you

Parent/Child bookshare

STEM Week
th

STEM week has stretched into two- from 20 to 31st of January! During this time the children will be taking part in a variety of
enrichment activities to explore the links between Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. Read on to find out more.

Reduce, reuse, recycle: Did you know that One Million plastic bottles are made every minute? This was just
one of the interesting facts that professionals from The Western Riverside Waste Authority taught us at their assembly this
week. They will also be providing workshops to class groups:




Reception Class: Another Fine Mess- start finding out about waste and recycling with Mr Fox, and make a
recycled fox puppet/bookmark.
Year 1, 2, 3 and 4: Papermaking- become a paper factory and see how easy it is to save trees!
Year 5 and 6: Plastic Planet- just how big is our problem with plastic? Find out where our plastic waste ends up,
how it is affecting our planet and what actions we can take.

STOP it and STEM: The children will find out about STEM in the workplace when they stop everything and take

part in a STEM activity for 15 minutes on the Monday, Wednesday and Friday of week 1, linking to a STEM profession. This will
enable them to find out about careers they may not have heard about, and reflect on the positives of a STEM centered job.

Forensic Science Workshops: These workshops will take place on 28th January, and will show the children

how science works in the real world. The context of a scientific investigation brings science to life and allows children to practice
science skills such as observing, exploring and asking questions. Our young investigators will role play being forensic scientists.
They will tape off the area in order to protect any evidence; clues and evidence must be identified, collected, interpreted and
analysed. These include fingerprints, impressions, hairs and fibres and DNA. Will they be able to solve the mystery?

Fairy Tale STEM: During week 2, each class will put their STEM skills to the test by solving a problem from a

traditional tale. Can they make a slide to help Rapunzel escape from the tower? Can they design a house that the Big Bad Wolf
can’t blow down? Can they make a parachute to help Jack get down from the beanstalk faster?

Designing and Making Workshops:
topics across the curriculum.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Each class will take part in workshops that link to prior or current

Reception: scuttlebugs (next half term)
Year 1: windmills
Year 2: moving vehicles
Year 3: kaleidoscopes
Year 4: electric correx creeper
Year 5: orreries
Year 6: electric fan buggy

School STEM competition: Do you remember being Boat designers during last year’s STEM competition?

Well this year, you will be architects! Your task is to make the tallest tower you can using just ONE newspaper and sellotape.
When you have finished, get someone to take a photograph of you standing next to the tower and print it out. Measure the
tower and write its height on the photograph (cm please). Bring in your photographs by 31 st January. The tallest tower will win
a prize! Here are some photographs of the teachers building their towers. Mr Neilson and Mrs Steinart’s tower was the tallest at
1m 51cm! Can you build one even taller? They had to finish their tower in ten minutes- but you can take as long as you like!

We hope you all have a wonderful time experiencing the wonders of STEM!

