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We work together, we play together, we laugh together, we pray together.  
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Newsletter 

Forthcoming dates 
 
26 Oct Half term 
2 Nov Back to School 
4 Nov Year 5 Class Assembly 
6 Nov Year 6 Class Assembly 
14 Nov Y4 rescheduled First 

Holy Communion (more info 
to follow shortly on when 
Monday classes will resume) 
27 Nov Flu Immunisations 
 
We are not yet sure whether 
class assemblies can have a 
parent audience, but will let 
you know nearer the time. 
 
Class Masses will be 
scheduled shortly, and 
similarly, we are unsure of 
parental involvement just yet. 
 
Please note that class trips are not 

added here, please check your 
child’s bag daily for letters from the 

teacher. 

Dear Parents,  
 
 

Thank you very much for your messages, I was very moved by all of your prayers, well 
wishes and offers of help, both on classlist and privately by email. You are so kind. I am 
feeling well and looking forward to being in school from the middle of next week. I would also 
like to thank all of the school staff for pulling together in my absence. Although I’ve been 
working at home, they have still had to cover many of my roles and answer queries on my 
behalf. They have done a marvellous job. Wishing you all a lovely weekend.  

 

Mrs Griffiths, Headteacher 
 

Get thinking! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

What do you think? Take a 

moment to discuss this at 
home, or with your 

friends.  
 

Don’t worry about whether 

your answer is right or 
wrong. It is the process of 

thinking, and trying to 
explain your ideas that is 

important. 
 

 
Would life be 
better without 

mobile phones? 
 
 
 

Drop off and Pick Up Reminders 
 

 Some parents who have arrived late for drop off or pick up have expressed frustration 
about having to wait to be admitted. During this time, while different classes are unable 
to mix, there is no other option but for latecomers to have to wait until everyone has 
either entered or left the building. Please do make a special effort to arrive promptly if 
you do not wish to wait. Parents are asked to be polite to school staff in the event of late 
arrival; it is not the fault of staff and they are simply doing the job they have been asked 
to do. 

 Please remember that Bury Walk and Pond Place are through routes for cyclists, who ride 
through the bollards at the end of these roads. While queuing for entry, please wait on 
the pavements. 

 We would like to thank all the parents who have to queue more than once to collect all of 

their children- especially in the afternoon. We know that this is time consuming, and 
since siblings can mix at home, many parents have been wondering why bubbles are 
necessary at all. Government guidance states: “Consistent groups reduce the risk of 
transmission by limiting the number of pupils and staff in contact with each other to only 
those within the group. They have been used in schools in the summer term in 
recognition that children, especially the youngest children, cannot socially distance from 
staff or from each other and this provides an additional protective measure. Maintaining 
distinct groups or ‘bubbles’ that do not mix makes it quicker and easier in the event of a 
positive case to identify those who may need to self-isolate and keep that number as 
small as possible.”  Your patience means that in the event of positive cases, we will only 
need to close groups rather than the whole school. Thank you. 

 

Baby News 
 

We are excited to announce two new members of the Oratory family. Many congratulations to 

Mrs Steinart and Mrs Kaczmarek on recent birth of their children. Aksel Kaczmarek is pictured 
on the left with his adoring brother Kassian, and on the right is Agnes Steinart who is sleeping 

cosily in her basket. We cannot wait to meet them! 

  



 
 

Parent Forum 
 

 
Many thanks for your questions and 

suggestions brought to Parent Forum, 
and to the reps for giving their time to 
attend the meeting. The notes of the 

meeting has been uploaded to classlist 
and the school website. 

 
Although the school is not always able 

to make every change that parents 
suggest, each one is useful and 

considered carefully. 
 

The way that the notes have been laid 
out has been changed to make it 

easier to follow up on which actions 
have been taken. 

 

What should I do if I am concerned about my child? 
 

 

Breaktime snacks 
 

Parents of children in Year 3 to 6, 
please can you make sure that your 

child brings only a fruit or vegetable 
snack for morning break. We have 
children with severe gluten and egg 

allergies, and so baked snacks in 
the playground pose a risk to them. 
Thank you for your cooperation in 

this important matter. 
 

 
 
 
 

Parking 
 

Please remember to respect local 
parking restrictions outside school, 

especially the zig-zags and double 
yellow lines beside our building. 

Parking illegally puts the  
children in danger. 

 

 

National Poetry Day 
 

The sound collector 
A stranger called this morning 
Dressed all in black and grey 
Put every sound into a bag 
And carried them away 
The whistling of the kettle 
The turning of the lock 
The purring of the kitten 
The ticking of the clock 
The popping of the toaster 
The crunching of the flakes 
When you spread the marmalade 
The scraping noise it makes 

The hissing of the frying pan 
The ticking of the grill 
The bubbling of the bathtub 
As it starts to fill 
The drumming of the raindrops 
On the windowpane 
When you do the washing-up 
The gurgle of the drain 
The crying of the baby 
The squeaking of the chair 
The swishing of the curtain 
The creaking of the stair 
A stranger called this morning 
He didn't leave his name 
Left us only silence 
Life will never be the same 
From All the Best 
 – The Selected Poems of Roger McGough. 
 

 

Oratory is Awarded with 
Curriculum Marks 

 

 

 
 

Tbe school is proud to have recently  been 
awarded with two quality marks: Music Mark and 
School Games Award. This is in recognition of its 
commitment to a broad and balanced curriculum. 

If you have any worries or concerns 
about your child’s friendships, 

behaviour or learning, please contact 
the class teacher via in the first 

instance as requested in the school’s 
communication policy. Approaching 

other parents at the school gate about 
issues with friendships is not the 

recommended procedure and is not 
recommended. 

To mark National Poetry 
Day, each class performed 
a poem during our virtual 
assembly this week. Year 
4 performed this poem by 
Roger McGogh. Why don’t 
you try writing your own 
poem this weekend, but 
call it ‘the smell collector’ 

or ‘the taste collector’ 
instead? You can bring 
your poem into school 

next week, and you might 
be awarded with a Golden 
Griffiths Award for your 

super effort! 
 

 



 
Reception Class have made an excellent start to school life! 

 

Our new reception class have settled in to school life brilliantly and already making great strides in their learning. They have 
learned about Austin’s Butterfly (see last week’s newsletter for an explanation) and how to make improvements to their own 

work by drawing Miss Monckton’s Meercat! You can see them here refining their drawings after feedback. They have also 
decorated their classroom with displays about the story of creation and the season of Autumn.  

What a super effort! 

     
 

  
 

Parent Association News 
 

Pear Parents,  
 
 

Thank you for embracing the new second hand uniform system. It’s not perfect, but it’s definitely the best we can do in the 
circumstances. To reiterate:  
 

 Email oratoryuniform@gmail.com with your uniform request.  

 This email address is monitored a couple of times a week so it may be a few days before you receive a response, but 
you will get one.  

 Every Friday I go into school in the morning and collect the items and bag them for you. 

 I pass the bag to your lovely rep to give to you at a convenient time.   

 You can check the uniform and if you want to return anything then email oratoryuniform@gmail.com to let us know.  

 Payment can be made for the uniform you wish to keep via BACS to the PA bank account. I will be posting a price list 
and the PA bank details on Monday morning.  
 

 

You can also email that address if you have any uniform to donate, but please remember it needs to be clean, and no shirts, 
trousers, shorts or hosiery. We’re especially keen to receive duffle coats and berets.  
 

I’m thrilled to tell you that the PA is helping the school expand its library of BAME books. Miss Creer approached me to help and 
it’s fantastic that, despite limited fundraising opportunities, we’re in a position to be able to say ‘yes', thanks to your continued 
support of the Parents Association.  
 
 

Keep an eye out next week for the IQ Christmas card forms. Nathalie has organised it this year and the forms will be distributed 
to all the children in school. Do note that as always there is a fairly quick turn around for these cards. All the information will be 
on the forms. 
 
 

Have a lovely weekend.  
Alex 
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Year 1 at the Chelsea Physic Garden 

Year 1 were awarded with Class of the Week this week for their wonderful behaviour at their first school trip of the year to 
Chelsea Physic Garden. After missing out on Forest School last summer, they certainly enjoyed being out in the open air and 

learning about plants and nature. 

   
 

 
 Mental Health Support 
 

 

 


