
 

Parent Forum Minutes 

22nd March 2021 

Fundraising: Parents had ideas for future fundraising projects. 

The Parents Association will be raising money through two new projects 
this next term: teatowels and a cookbook of recipes from the school 
community. It was agreed that funds would be made available for 
enrichment activities during the Summer and early Autumn such as 
more expensive trips, visitors and class projects.  

Class trips: Parents wondered if trips had been planned for the 
summer term. 

DfE Covid guidance states that these cannot go ahead until further 
notice. Some classes have organised virtual trips. Some have been more 
successful than others depending on the provider. Other classes have 
organised visitors to come in to the school, in line with our Covid risk 
assessment. Trips will go ahead as soon as possible. 

Communication: Parents suggested that class teachers could 
write a weekly newsletter about what the class had been doing. 
They also wondered whether changes to the teaching of Maths 
could be made clearer to parents through maths books being 
sent home at weekends. 

It was agreed that the school newsletter would mention the specific 
learning objectives covered in class that could be followed up on at 
home. Parents can also access curriculum maps on the school website. 

It is not practical to send maths books home, but Miss Howarth (the 
Maths subject leader) will be making a document for parents which 
explains teaching methods. When it is finished, it will be available on the 
school website. 



Miss Howarth will also run a parent workshop next term to explain some 
strategies for teaching maths. The date will be confirmed after Easter.  

Mental Health & Emotional Wellbeing: Parents asked whether 
there was support for those children affected by bereavement 
or anxiety during the pandemic. 

There is a comprehensive programme of support for Emotional 
Wellbeing at the school. Mr Alton can be contacted directly as the Senior 
Lead for Mental Health, and there are several programmes such as 
Emotional Literacy Support, Brainbuddies and Nurture Groups that the 
school runs on an ongoing basis. Some of these are for all children, and 
others are for children with a specific need. Parents should always let 
the school know if they think their child may benefit from targeted 
support, or if they have suffered a traumatic experience. 

Internet Safety: Parents asked whether the school teaches 
specific online safety in terms of social media like TikTok. 

The school’s online safety curriculum teaches broader skills and 
behaviours rather than focusing on specific apps and sites. The school 
has arranged an online safety workshop for parents (via Zoom) at 10am 
on Wednesday 21st April. Details to follow in the next newsletter. 

Pick up and drop off: Parents asked why there was a longer 
staggered pick up in the afternoon compared to the mornings. 

It was explained that in the mornings, Year 5 and 6 were able to enter 
during the Bury Walk door, and go straight up the stairs. This isn’t 
possible in the afternoons, due to the need to make sure each child is 
safely handed over to their parent or carer. 

Future clubs & before/after school provision: Parents asked 
when clubs might resume, and whether a daily club for after 
school care would be introduced for working parents. 

A full programme of clubs and instrumental tuition will not resume until 
next academic year. Until then, some clubs may be gradually introduced 
for specific year groups depending on the availability of space and take-
up. 



The school wants to use this time as an opportunity to reflect on after 
school provision and make improvements when it opens up again. After 
Easter, the school will be sending out a survey to parents to find out 
about what sort of clubs would be popular. 

A daily club is going to be run by ‘fit for sport’, which will be ideal for 
working parents, and once regulations lift, school will reopen at 8.30am 
for those who need to be dropped off early. 

Things that have worked during Covid times that we might 
keep when regulations lift: 

 Google classroom: This will continue to be used for homework. A few 
parents have suggested that teachers upload all lessons to Google 
Classroom, even when school is open. This is not viable, as teaching 
during lockdown was completely different, and prepared in a way 
which should not be replicated now that children have returned. 

 Parents Evening: We will explore the idea of continuing to offer 
virtual parents meetings as many parents have found it helpful. 

 Changes to drop off and pick up: We will explore the idea of a system 
of queuing, in order to make pick up less congested in the hall than it 
used to be ‘Pre-Covid’. 


