
      
Autumn Term: Issue 4 

12th November 2021 
 

We work together, we play together, we laugh together, we pray together.  
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Newsletter 

Forthcoming dates 
 

15 Nov Friendship Week 
15 Nov Y6 & Reception Class 
Family Mass 
17 & 18 Nov Parent/Teacher 
meetings 
22 Nov Parent Forum 
23 Nov Optional Flu 
immunisations for children 
9 & 10 Dec Infant Nativity  
14 Dec Junior Carols 7pm 
16 Dec Children’s Christmas 
Party 
17 Dec Break up 1.30pm 
4 Jan Inset Day 
5 Jan Back to school 
7 Jan House of the term mufti 
day 
17 Jan Y3 Mass and First Holy 
Communion meeting 2.15 
21 Jan Y5 assembly 9.15 

 

Please note: these dates do not 
include school trips. Please check 

on classlist, and in your child’s 
bag, for other letters and 

announcements 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
It was wonderful to see many of you at the first PA social evening of the year after so long. 
Many thanks to Alex and the other helpers for making it so special. Next week are our first 
Parent/Teacher meetings of the year and we look forward to be able to share information 

about your child’s individual learning progress and targets with you. If you haven’t yet signed 
up via Google Classroom, please do so over the weekend so that you can hear this important 
communication about your child’s development. Please remember to keep to the times 
allotted in order that the evenings can run as smoothly as possible. Have a lovely weekend! 
 
 
 

Best wishes, Mrs Griffiths, Headteacher 

Get  
thinking! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you think? Take a 
moment to discuss this at 

home, or with your friends. 
Remember, there is no right 
or wrong answer and it is the 
process of discussing that is 

important! 

 
 

 
 

Would you rather 
be a fish or a bird? 

Why? 

Friendship Week 
 

Next week marks national Anti-Bullying week and we will hold our annual friendship wee. Each 
class takes part in one activity each day linked to frienship, kindness and respect for others. 

Here is some more information about what we will do each day: 
 

  
 

     

  

Phonics Teaching 

 
 

The school has adopted a new phonics scheme in line with 
changes from the Department of Education. Miss Creer, our 

English Leader, will be writing to parents about the changes on 
Classlist and we will be holding a parent workshop very soon. 



 
 

Fortnightly Learning Summaries 
You may wish to work on the following areas of learning with your children. Please 
note that children have also done English and Maths assessments this week: 
 
Reception 
 Literacy:  phase 2 phonics, hot seating, writing lists and train tickets.   
 PD: playdough to make space aliens and cutting and sticking 2D shapes to 

make rockets.  
 RE: the story of the Annunciation and Advent. 
 Maths: 2D and 3D shapes and tally of our favourite mode of transport.  
 EAD: junk modelling trains. 
 UTW: what is it like in Space?  
 Computing: Using the iPad to take photos of our work.  
Year 1: 
 English: creating own version of 'We are Going on a Bear Hunt' poem. 
 Maths: comparing groups of objects, comparing numbers, learning and using 

our greater than and less than signs, practising skills using a number line.  
 Science: learning about the features of different animals and how to identify 

them as either a reptile, mammal, fish, amphibian, bird or insect.  
 RE: Posters made about how we can look after our world and God’s creation 
 Topic: Artic and the animals that live there.  
 Art: drawing our own cockerels, inspired by the work of Picasso and autumn 

leaves for seasonal focus throughout the year.  
Year 2: 
 English: Great Fire of London- Questions for Tomas Farriner, Diary Entry  
 Maths: addition and subtraction- related facts 
 Science: Material, testing to see which material is best to make a basket for Mr 

Grinling.  
 DT: Preparing to make bread 
 RE: Reflecting on the mystery of the Holy Trinity 
Year 3:  
 Maths - Addition and Subtraction: Adding and subtracting a 3-digit and 2-digit 

number using the column method 
 English - Poetry: Writing poems inspired by the city; The Iron Man: 

Introducing the character. Who is the Iron Man? What do we know about him? 
 Topic - Chelsea Embankment and the River Thames - thinking about changes 

that have occurred since the building of the Embankment; A trip to Cheyne 
Walk and Chelsea Embankment where the children made first-hand 
observational drawings of Albert Bridge. 

 Science - Forces: Describing magnets as having two poles; Predicting and 
experimenting with magnets to investigate whether two magnets will attract or 
repel each other, depending on which poles are facing.  

 R.E: Reflecting on the moment that God called Mary to be the Mother of his 
Son; writing diary entries from Mary's point of view  

 French - Giving personal information 
Year 4:  
 English: Making predictions and inference on our new class book 'Ice Palace' 

and creating a collective poem about 'Ivan's Land'. 
 Maths: Adding 4-digit numbers using the column method with and without 

exchange. Subtracting 4-digit numbers with any exchange. 
 Science: Understanding and identifying the properties of solids, liquids and 

gases. 
 RE: Understanding the importance of trusting in God and how God may not 

always respond to us straight away 
 Topic: Learning about Mount Vesuvius and the characteristics of a volcano 
 PE: Developing understanding of how you can win a game of tennis 
Year 5: 
 Maths:  Subtracting whole numbers with more than 4 digits; Using rounding to 

estimate and check answers; Mental addition and subtraction; Using inverse 
operations; Problem solving – addition and subtraction 

 English: Text: Clockwork by Philip Pullman. Outcomes: Character study, writing 
letter in role, sequencing and understanding of story structure 

 Topic: History: What Egyptians believed about death and the afterlife; 
investigate some of the most famous Pharaohs and explore the meaning of 
symbols associated with the Pharaohs. 

 Science:  Focus: Research and describe the differences in the life cycles of a 
mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird. Skills: Planning enquiries and 
using secondary sources 

 RE: God's Covenants: Understand the meaning of covenant and reflect on 
God’s covenants with Noah and with Abraham. Reflect on Abraham’s trust in 
God. Understand that God guides and challenges His people. 

Year 6: 
 Science: to plan and carry out an investigation; to compare and give reasons 

for variations in how electrical components function 
 History: to investigate the role propaganda played in WW1 
 Art: to create a poppy using watercolours to capture their translucency 
 Latin: agreement of adjective and noun 
 PE: swimming 

 
 

 

Assembly this week 
Our theme for assemblies this week was 

‘Respect’. We heard the bible story of the Ten 
Lepers, and how only one of them said thank 

you to Jesus. 

 
 

We also read the story of ‘The Bad Seed’ by 
Jory John. The seed felt much happier when 

he treated others with respect. 

 
 

Our artwork of the week was James 
Christensen, ‘The Ten Lepers, 2016 

 
 

Our music of the week was Respect by  
Aretha Franklin: 

 

Congratulations! 
Mr Alton went to Brighton for the Award 

ceremony of London and Sussex teachers of 
the year last weekend. He was awarded 

overall London Primary Teacher of the year.  
Everyone at Oratory is very happy! 

 

 

 



 
Owls and Owlets 

 

       
Our Year 6 Owls and Reception Owlets are certainly enjoying getting to know each other and spending time together. You can 
see them here together during ‘Owl and Owlet Play’. They will be celebrating Mass together next week, with readings focusing 

on kindness and friendship. 

 

 

Parents 
Association News 

 
What a fabulous evening we had 
yesterday! Thank you to all of 
you for coming along and of 
course a huge thank you to all 
the helpers and for the lovely 
platters of food you took the 
trouble to make. It really meant 
a lot to me that you supported 
the event and we were able to 
welcome new families to the 
school in person. Our other 
three PA social events this 
academic year are the  
 10th February 
 3rd May 
 23rd June 
More details to follow, but do 
please put the dates in your 
diary now. 
 
We’ve got a uniform sale coming 
up soon (29th November) and 
there’s a Forum on the 22nd 
November so if you have any 
comments and suggestions, do 
send them in to your Rep. 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
Alex 

Year 3  
Bridge Sketching 

 

     

  
 

As part of their learning about Chelsea past and present, Year 3 have been finding out 
about the history of Chelsea Embankment: what it was like in times gone by, why it was 
created and the building of Albert Bridge. Last week, they braved the autumn chill when 
they took their sketch books down to Cheyne Walk to sketch Albert Bridge. Some more 

of their local sketches can be seen on the junior corridor as they have also been 
sketching our neighbours houses! 

 

Drawing Club Delights: 
Still-life lemons 

 

 
 

Here are some examples of lemons drawn from still-life by Ms Nuttall’s Thursday 
lunchtime drawing club. They are certainly building up some wonderful skills! 

 

 

Safe Search 
 

Don’t forget there is a link to a 

safe search facility on our 
website for your children to use 

at home when browsing the 
internet: 

https://www.oratory.rbkc.sch.uk/
safe-search/ 

 
 

     
 

 

https://www.oratory.rbkc.sch.uk/safe-search/
https://www.oratory.rbkc.sch.uk/safe-search/


 Remembrance  
 

       
We have been remembering those who have died as a result of wars 

this week. Here you can see how Carlo Maisie and Miguel in Y4 
prepared a lovely class led act of worship and Y6 visited Westminster 

Abbey to add a cross to the memorial display. 

Dual Language Library 
 

Don’t forget that Ms Nuttall holds a dual language 
lending libarry at 8.45am on  Fridays in the hall. 

Books in a variety of different languages are 
available for you to borrow. Come and take a look! 

 

 

Eco Week 
Herer are some images of our eco week. The children were enthralled by the birds of prey who visited and enjoyed dissecting 
owl pellets. Here you can see reception ocean drawings and ocean sorting activity, Year 4’s timeline of plastic decomposition, 

and Year 3’s promises to the world which they thought world leaders should make at COP26. We had a very thought provoking 
week which should definitely make us better stewards of the earth! 

 

 

 
     
 

 


