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We work together, we play together, we laugh together, we pray together.  
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Newsletter 

Forthcoming dates 
 

29 Mar Y5 Easter Assembly 
31 Mar Y6 Easter Assembly 
1 Apr break up 1.30pm 
19 Apr INSET day, school 
closed to pupils 
20 April Back to school 
2 May bank Holiday 
5 May Quiz night 
6 May cake sale 
9 May Y6 SATs week 
13 May Y4 assembly 
23 May International week 
27 May School closed for 
Diamond Jubilee Day 
30 May-3 Jun: Half Term 
10 Jun: Y1 class assembly 
18 Jun: Y3 First Holy 
Communion 
20-24 Jun Y6 school journey 
27 Jun Coffee Morning 
30 Jun infant sports day (pm) 
6 & 7 July Parent Teacher 
Meetings 
8 July Junior Sports Day (pm) 
20 July Y6 Play 6.30pm 
21 July Leavers’ Mass 2pm (Y5 
& 6) 
22 July Break up 1.30pm 
5 Sept Back to school 

 

Please note: these dates do not 
include school trips. Please check 
classlist for other announcements 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
As we approach the end of the spring term, I would like to thank you all for your support. We 
have welcomed many of you to the school through book shares, assemblies, coffee mornings, 
parent meetings and workshops, and we also heard your views through our questionnaire. 
Your words of thanks and encouragement always mean a lot to us and help us to know that 
what we do here makes a difference.  
 

Wishing you all a happy and blessed Easter with your family and friends. I hope the sunshine 
puts in an appearance! Please remember that we break up at 1.30 this Friday, 19th April is 

staff training day and school begins again on 20th April in summer uniform. 
 

Best wishes,  
Mrs Griffiths, Headteacher 

Get thinking! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you think? Take a 
moment to discuss this at 

home, or with your friends. 
Remember, there is no right 
or wrong answer and it is the 
process of discussing that is 

important! 

 

Are you the same person 
now as you were twenty 

minutes ago? 

 

A word from Fr Michael Lang, Chair of Governors 
 

The Oratory Primary Schools is a voluntary aided school, and this means that the Government 
contributes only 90% of our capital costs. The remaining 10% of our capital costs need to be 
covered by the school’s foundation (the Fathers of the Oratory). Funding from the Diocese of 
Westminster is limited, because we are not a diocesan school. The Governors’ Fund was set 
up to finance capital projects, above all the maintenance of the building. There is always 
something that needs to be repaired or renewed, and I am sure you are all aware how 
expensive such work can be these days, even fixing a seemingly small issue. On behalf of the 
Governing Body, I would like to ask you for your support. If you can, please make a voluntary 
contribution of £50 per child and per year to our Governors’ Fund. This will help us to maintain 
the school building in good shape. May God bless your generosity!  
 

Fr Michael Lang 
 

*Please note that there is a facility on parent pay for families to make their contributions to 
the governors’ fund. 
 

 
 

 
 

Parents’ Association News 
 

Dear Parents 
 

As soon as we get back from the Easter holidays we will be getting ready for Quiz Night! Quiz 
Night is on 5th May from 7-9 in the school hall. This is always fun event where we invite you 
to form teams of 10 to 12 people and pit your wits against the teachers (and each other of 
course). We haven’t had quiz night since 2019 so we’re really looking forward to it.  
 
Tickets cost £10 and will be on sale on Classlist shortly. You’ll be able to bring your own 
snacks and nibbles to enjoy with your teammates and we will prepare a bar with some 
Aperols, wine and beer.  
 

I wish you all a very happy Easter and look forward to seeing you on the 5th May at Quiz 
Night. 
 

Alex 
    

 
 

     

 

Don’t forget that it is 1.30pm pick 
up this Friday, because it’s the  

last day of term! 



 
 
 

Fortnightly Learning Summaries 
You may wish to work on the following areas of learning with your children.  
 
Reception 
 Literacy: writing adverts and coming up with alternative endings for stories.   
 Phonics: Revising and applying set 6 and 7 sounds.  
 Maths: Exploring subtraction from 10. 
 UTW: what do plants need to grow, making soup 
 EAD: Designing gingerbread people and constructing bridges and boats for the 

gingerbread to cross the river.  
 RE: Jesus has risen. 
 PE: Exploring high and low movements and shapes using apparatus. 
Year 1: 
 English: sequencing of our book 'The Dark' and using exciting adjectives to retell 

the story.  
 Maths: learning to measure and compare height and length. 
 Science: Exploring St Luke's to observe the changes in the spring season.  
 Topic: Comparing the difference between shops on the King's Road and shops on a 

Victorian high street.  
 RE: Learning about the story of The Good Samaritan and its message. Learning 

about Jesus' visit to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  
 Art: Creating our own versions of Van Gogh's blossom branches.  
Year 2: 
 English: Wiring our own versions of The Robot and the Bluebird 
 Maths: Properties of 2D and 3D shapes and finding lines of Symmetry  
 RE: The Mass, learning about importance of communion.  
 Topic: Plotting places on an aerial map 
 Science: What living things need to survive- making a survival plan for a desert 

island.  
 PE: Explorer dance routines.  
 PSHE: Staying safe in the sun 
Year 3:  
 Maths: Length: Adding and subtracting lengths; Finding the perimeter 
 English: The Pebble in my Pocket; Narrative retelling the journey of the pebble; 

Diary entry in the role of a time traveller 
 Topic: Tribal Tales: Twilight/Sunrise paintings of Stonehenge; Iron Age Britain 
 Science: Rocks: Comparing and grouping together different kinds of rocks on the 

basis of their appearance and simple physical properties 
 R.E: Celebrating the Mass: Thinking about the Last Supper and how Mass makes 

this real for us; Understanding what happens at the beginning of Mass and thinking 
about why we say sorry 

 French: Naming types of food 
Year 4:  
 Maths: Adding and subtracting fractions / Finding a fraction's simplest form / Mixed 

numbers and improper fractions 
 English: Researching information on local living things habitat / Planning and writing 

a persuasive speech on the impact of over-building in our city 
 RE: Know what happened on Good Friday and reflect on the suffering of Jesus / 

Understand what happened on Easter Sunday 
 Science: Identifying parts of an electrical circuit and how to make a basic electrical 

circuit 
 DT: Understanding that plants and animals can be adapted to a specific 

environment  
 PE: Creating attack in Netball 
Year 5: 
 Maths:  Multiplying fractions; Calculating fractions of amounts; Using fractions as 

operators; Problem solving – mixed word problems 
 English: Text: Shackleton's Journey by William Grill. Outcomes: diary entry, informal 

letter 
 Topic: Researching similarities and differences between the Arctic & Antarctic. 

Presenting findings both graphically and in writing using appropriate vocabulary and 
atlases. 

 RE: Reconciliation: Understand that Mary, our Mother, untangles knots of sin. 
Reflect on how Mary is always ready to help us. Know about God’s love and 
forgiveness and what this means for us. Understand the meaning of sin. Reflect on 
how sin hurts us, others and our relationship with God. 

 Computing: Editing and designing algorithmic code on Scratch 
 DT: Designing, making and evaluating an orrery 
 Year 6: 
 Maths: we have been interpreting various different types of graphs;  in all 4 

quadrants on the full co-ordinate plane; drawing reflections and reviewing 3d shape 
properties. 

 English: we wrote a news report for Rose Blanche we have now completed this and 
Goodnight Mr Tom 

 RE: we have been learning and writing about the events of Holy week and 
practicing for our Stations of the cross assembly. 

 Science: we have concluded our learning about classification by finding out about 
some strange and little-known creatures on our planet. 

 PHSE we worked in teams to build a tower using toothpicks and marshmallows. 
 Art: we recreated wartime pictures using charcoal, chalk and pencil to create 

texture and atmosphere. 
 PE Games and circuit training. 
 Latin learning: to understand the concept of subject and object in a sentence, & of 

case ending; introduce the terms nominative & accusative; translate sentences 
 

 
 

 
 

Assemblies this week 
Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 have been working 

hard to share the story of Holy Week this 
week. Today Year 4 shared the story of Palm 
Sunday, tomorrow, Year 5 will re-enact the 
Last Supper, and on Thursday Year 6 will 

share the Passion of Christ with a 
performance of the Stations of the Cross.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The children have also heard about the work 
of the Catholic Children’s Society and have 

taken home boxes to support their Lent 
collection. The boxes can be returned after 
the Easter holidays. More information about 

the appeal can be found here: 
https://www.cathchild.org.uk/lent/ 

 

 

Museum of London 
Docklands 

From Roman settlement to Docklands’ 
regeneration, explore the history of London’s 
river, port and people in this historic, Grade II 

listed warehouse. Discover how the docks 
made the city we know today with interactive 

displays and family activities.  

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.cathchild.org.uk/lent/


Sports Congratulations 

 
Our after school hockey and football teams have been enjoying playing this term and with amazing results! Both teams made the 
borough finals, with the hockey team finishing in third place and the football team finishing in second place. With thanks to Miss 

Urbano, Mr Alton, Mrs Fyers and Miss Oswald for their help and support coaching the children and accompanying them to 

matches. Here are some photos of our football finalists. 
 

   
 

 

School Uniform 
Don’t forget that after the Easter holidays, 
children should return to school wearing full 
summer uniform. While the weather is still 
changeable, girls may wear white tights and 
boys may wear long socks.  
 
Sun caps in the children’s house colours are 
available at the uniform shop. These caps 
can be worn for break times and lunch play 
only when the weather is hot. Caps and 
boaters must still be worn to and from 
school. The children should leave their sun 
caps in their tray for easy access each day. 

These caps are an optional item of uniform 
but please note that non-uniform sun hats 
may not be worn at school.  
 
Please can we remind you that jewellery is 
not allowed, and hair should either be tied 
back or cut short, otherwise it falls in the 
children’s faces while they are working and 
also encourages the spread of head lice. 
Please use the holidays to book a trip to the 
barbers when they reopen! 
 
Please make sure any items of summer 
uniform needed for your child are obtained 
over the holidays.  
 
Our uniform is an important part of the 

school’s identity and one of the reasons you 
will have chosen our school for your child. 
Thank you. 
 

 
 
 

Internet Safety 
The charity ‘Young Minds’, which supports children’s mental health has 
produced advice for parents about social media: 
 
The internet offers huge opportunities. From a young age, children have the 
chance to learn, research, play games, have fun and connect with family 
who may not live nearby. But it’s important to help them to use the online 
world in a way that’s safe and positive for their mental health. 

That’s why it’s good to have regular conversations about the internet and 
social media from a young age – it should be as ordinary as talking about 
the weather, the dog, or something you’ve watched on TV. You don’t need 
to pry or quiz your child about every website they’ve seen, but checking in 
with them for a minute or two can make a huge difference. Please use the 

following link to find out more.https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/a-z-
guide/social-media/ 

 
The National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) are delighted to announce the 
imminent launch of additional resources to help parents and carers have 
conversations with their primary school aged children about cyber security. 
CyberSprinters, which launched last year, is a free interactive game, 
developed by the NCSC, aimed at 7 to 11-year-olds, and is available at the 
following link: https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/collection/cybersprinters 
 
It is designed to make learning about cyber security fun and interactive at a 
time when children might begin to seek more independence online. These 
new resources, which the NCSC have developed in partnership with Internet 
Matters, form part of this suite of resources empowering parents and carers 
to have conversations around cyber security in the home environment. 
There are 15 puzzles aimed at children aged between 7-11 years old and 
three interactive stories for young people to read with adults. 
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Science and Technology in Year 5 
 

  
 

   
 
 

     

  

 
Year 5 had a super week of enriching their science and 

technology learning through a trip and visitor last week. They 
were supported by Paul Newham from Ivydale Technology to 
plan, make and evaluate their orreries and they visited the 

Science Museum- all to support their topic of ‘Extreme Earth’. 
The hammering in the hall was quite something, as they all got 

to grips with using tools to join materials… Mr Alton nearly 
burst an eardrum listening to it! Their teachers were very 

proud of their behaviour in the museum too, and they were 
awarded Class of the Week for being great ambassadors for 

our school. Well done Year 5. 



 

Nature Champions - Exploring, protecting 
and enjoying the natural world 

 
 

 
 
This Easter holiday, Holland Park Ecology Centre is running FREE nature 
activities prioritising families in Kensington and Chelsea who receive Free 
School Meals or other benefits. 
 
Join the Ecology Centre in Holland Park for four days of exciting activities 
including outdoor exploration and play, nature connection and wellbeing, 
food growing and campfire cooking.  
 
The sessions will be outdoors and make use of woodland enclosure. During 
these drop-off sessions, a FREE healthy lunch and snacks will be prepared 
and provided. 
 

 Time: 10.30am to 3.00pm 
 Ages: 8 to 12 year olds 

 Date: Monday 11 to Thursday 14 April 
 
Booking is essential - please complete the following form:  
https://forms.office.com/r/GUXTi0vZZA 
 
Please note this does not guarantee a place, and the Centre will contact you 
to let you know if you have been successful. Please contact the Ecology 
Centre for more information: 
 

 Email: ecology.centre@rbkc.gov.uk 
 Phone: 020 7938 8186 
 Location: The Ecology Centre, Adventure Playground, Holland Park 

 
 
 

 
 

Change4Life Healthy Lifestyle Clubs 
 
Places are available on Kensington and Chelsea and Westminster’s free Change4Life Healthy Lifestyle clubs. The clubs are open 
to all children and young people in schools and early years settings. 
 
The Change4Life Service supports expectant parents, children, young people, families, communities and professionals across 
Kensington and Chelsea and Westminster to find enjoyable ways to eat well, keep active, feel good and be healthy and happy 
where they live, learn and play. 
 
The Change4Life Healthy Lifestyle clubs provide fun and interactive five-week programmes for expectant parents and 
children, young people and families in Kensington and Chelsea and Westminster with groups organised by age. The clubs 
provide children and their parents/carers with the skills, knowledge, and resources to eat well, sleep well, keep active and 
enhance their emotional wellbeing. Focusing on simple, enjoyable, and achievable ways families can include physical activity and 
healthier eating into everyday life. 
 
We have places available on our next five-week Change4Life Healthy Lifestyle clubs programme running from the week 
beginning Monday 25th April to week beginning Monday 23rd May. The clubs are free. Parents/carers can register their 
interest in attending any of the clubs by completing a short enquiry form which can be accessed via their website: www.family-
action.org.uk/change4lifeservice or by contacting the service directly: 
T: 020 8960 0744 
E: Change4LifeService@family-action.org.uk    
 
The Change4Life service offers a wide range of free support for families visit www.family-action.org.uk/change4lifeservice to find 

out more about the free services available. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Supporting young 
children at home 

Nursery Rhymes are a great way of helping 
children’s language development and 

Reception Class sing lots of them at school. A 
wonderful way of supporting your child at 

home is to make up your own rhymes. Watch 
this video for some inspiration! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-
people/making-up-nursery-rhymes/z6jyf4j 

 

 

 
 
 
 

    

 

Touch typing for children 
When you can do it well, touch typing is the 
fastest way to write. Many people quickly 
learn to touch type faster than they can 
write. BBC bitesize dance mat is a great free 
resource for children to develop this skill. 
Follow this link to access the programme: 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2f9j6
/articles/z3c6tfr 
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