Parent Forum Minutes — Wednesday 6" March 2024

After school clubs

Parents wanted to mention their appreciation and thanks for introduction of the Italian Club.

Query:
Could the school look at the following club provider for after school clubs? https.//uk.theinventors.io/

We will add this provider to our list of possible clubs for next academic year.

Query:
Does the school have any plans in relation to the governments National Wraparound Childcare Program and
the extra funding that will be available?

I do in fact have a meeting in a few weeks with the Local Authority and other neighboring schools regarding
the Wraparound Program and I will update parents following this meeting.

Query:
A parent wondered if it would be possible to have an update on the breakfast provision please?

I will be able to give more information on this following the meeting above.

Lunches

Query:
Are good table manners encouraged at lunchtime? There has been concern about table manners during
term times and the amount of food that comes home uneaten from packed lunches.

Good table manners are absolutely encouraged and expected during lunchtime and we appreciate parents
setting consistent expectations at home too. Some of our Year 6 prefects are actually going to be awarding
some ‘terrific table manners’ certificates for children demonstrating The Oratory Way.

The children in the Infants have 5 minutes of silent eating time (2 minutes in the Juniors) to ensure that the
children focus on eating all of their lunch rather than talking.

Query:
Can there be more fruits and yoghurt for dessert?

Parents can request for a fruit dessert when they fill in the lunch menus — please let the office know if you
would like to do this.

Homework

Query:
Is it possible to get the Reception class homework instructions in advance so the parents can organise
themselves and do the homework during the weekend?

Miss Smith breaks the homework into two sections so that the children are not having to attempt too many
pages of handwriting at once. The children will continue to follow their handwriting books, with 2 pages for
the first part of the week and then the following 2 pages for the second part of the week, including the
weekend.



https://uk.theinventors.io/

Query:
As the children get older and the homework load gets heavier is there more structured support/supervision
with this during Active camp?

Given the nature of Active day Camps (where they encourage the children to get active outside or play a
range of games) it is not the most conducive environment for homework. However, that said, there are
always children that want to get on with their homework and the staff are always happy to support the
children should they need it. It is not an expectation of the club providers though to ensure that the children
do their homework.

P.E.

Query:
There were some queries about the prospect of getting a specialised PE teacher for the school.

This is something that we are currently looking into. Parents have kindly offered to fundraise for it and we
are very appreciative of this. However, we would need to ensure that we have confirmed sustainable funds
to provide this and, as I am sure you are aware, all school budgets are very volatile at the moment. Mrs
Paiva is currently looking into moving some of the items that we currently use our Sports Grant for (such as
the hiring of St Luke’s and the swimming pool) to other cost centres so that we can perhaps use some of
this for a PE teacher. It may be something that we could trial and are certainly looking into various options.
I will let parents know when we have more information.

Query:
A query about swimming lesson timings.

I have actually been attending some of our weekly swimming lessons recently and have been very
impressed with the process. The children change quickly and are then pool side with a few minutes to spare
before their lesson start time. We then have 3 dedicated swimming teachers and the children are swimming
non-stop for their allocated 30-minute lesson.

School Uniform

Query:
Could the book bag have a zip instead?

We have already been in touch with Sogans and have asked them for a ‘trial’ book bag which they are going
to have ready for us next week. This will have a strap so that the children can wear their book bags across
themselves and so prevent the weight from all being on the handle and then causing the velcro to open. It
also means the children are not having to carry a number of different items. Once we have seen the trial
version we will then decide whether to approve the book bag going forward and will let parents know as
soon as this has been decided.

Query:
Could the PE bag be made waterproof?

We have also contacted Sogans about this. They are going to send us a slightly different version to trial so
we can see which one is best. We will let parents know once this has been done.




Query:
Recurring loss of school uniform, especially hats.

We strongly encourage the children to take responsibility for their belongings and remind them to check
that they have all parts of their uniform at the end of the day. As ever, this is made much easier when all
uniform (especially hats) is clearly labelled. Please do reach out to Agata or Ignacia, who organise the
second-hand uniform and will be happy to help with any items needed: pa.uniform.sale@gmail.com

Other:

Query:
Will there be flexibility with summer uniform at the start of the summer term?

All children will need to come to school wearing summer uniform for the start of the summer term. If it is a
little chilly, girls can wear white tights and boys can wear long socks but hopefully the sun will be shining
soon!

Query:
How much time is spent on screens or watching something on the board?

In reception, the children have an iPad based activity as part of their continuous provision for one morning a
week — this means that the children can choose to take part in this activity if they want to. Once they have
completed it, they move onto a different non-screen based activity. All other classes have one Computing
session per week.

When the children have lunch in class (on Wednesdays due to music lessons in the hall, with the exception
of Reception who always eat in the hall) they sometimes watch something whilst they eat. This is always
age appropriate and with a U rating. During wet play, the children do not watch anything and instead play
with their wet play games, draw or read depending on what they choose to do.

Query:
A query about the possibility of a roof for the upper playground?

We have looked into options in the past to provide shade up there in the summer, however, due to the age
of the building we cannot attach anything weight bearing onto the building. We used a canopy in two areas
of the playground last year which worked well and we will do this again during the warmer months.

Given that the upper playground is our only proper outside space, we would not cover it with a roof due to
the possibility of wet play as it would be a great shame to lose it as proper outdoor space.

When playtime is impacted by rain, we always try to ensure that the children (particularly in the infants) get
outside at some point during the day.

Query:
Could parents attend morning assemblies as guests in the background?

We invite all parents to class assemblies which is always a wonderful event. If some parents started
attending other assembilies it would change the dynamic of assemblies and inevitably make some children
feel disappointed if their parents couldn’t be there and provide unnecessary pressure for parents who
couldn’t make it, therefore we will remain with our current set up.

Query:
Could we implement a touch-typing course for the children?

Though we encourage the children to start to learn the skills of touch-typing, we do not have space in the
curriculum to dedicate a large amount of time to it. I will however share some good touch-typing links in
this week’s newsletter so that parents can use them at home with children if you wish to.
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Query:
Could we implement a short study skills techniques course for the older children?

The children in Year 6 learn the skills of revision and note taking as part of their preparations for SATSs.
These are important skills that equip them well for their transition to secondary school.

Query:
A query about integrating OT style exercises into lessons.

This, as well as brain breaks and movement breaks, is something that the teachers incorporate into lesson
times, particularly when they feel the children need a reset or small refocus.

Query:
How are issues of rough play or inappropriate language dealt with at playtime?

Where there is a breach of school rules at any point in the school day, then our behaviour policy is followed.

Query:
Reports of some children not upholding The Oratory Way when playing at St Luke’s after school.

I urge any incidents of inappropriate behaviour at St Luke’s to be reported to me at the time so that the
situation can be dealt with and remedied swiftly. I also urge all parents to ensure that they (or any guardian
that is looking after their child) knows where their child/ren is/are at all times and ensures that The Oratory
Way is being upheld at all times.

Query:
Can we please assign a dedicated nit nurse for regular checks, and coordinate with the school community to
address the ongoing head lice issue effectively?

The staff in school are very busy dedicating all of their time to the children and so cannot check the children
for nits. We appreciate and ask parents doing this on a regular basis at home. We seem to have them under
control at the moment but it does require regular checking from parents and I also ask that all children with
long hair always have it tied back.

Query:
Allowing children to use the bathroom when required.

Children can go to the bathroom when they need to. We do try to encourage our junior children to go
during breaktimes so that they are not missing important learning time. However, if a child needs to use the
bathroom then they will be permitted.

Query:
A query on the post-covid impact on attainment and post-covid learning support funding.

We are now starting to see less post-covid impact. All schools received post covid funding which we put
towards specialised intervention. All teachers meet with the headteacher, Senco and specialised intervention
teacher every term to analyse assessment data and discuss intervention strategies to be put in place for
those children that need it.




Query:

Query about the approach when it comes to delivery of new learning topics to ensure children have grasped
the new learning and how do parents know and become aware of instances where children need additional
support? (Without having to wait for the teacher /parents meeting).

As part of our pedagogical practice, we use Barak Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction across the school.
This creates an engaging learning environment that caters to the children’s individual needs and so fosters
better understanding and retention of subject matter.

These principles of instruction include methods such as:

- Clear, sequential instructions and descriptions

- Key questioning

- Scaffolding, guiding and modeling

- Opportunity for practice and rehearsal of new learning in order to retain the new knowledge

- Opportunity to demonstrate what they have learnt

- Systematic feedback

- Re-teaching of material whenever needed

- Independent practice which includes recalling on previous learning through our ‘what do I know,
what can I remember?’ questions at the beginning of lessons as well as end of unit assessments.

Where a child needs additional support, teachers adapt the learning appropriately and will always
communicate with parents when needed.

Query:
There was some discussion over the prospect of individual photos perhaps being taken outside next year to
enhance the light quality.

This is certainly something we can arrange (weather dependent) for next year, utilising the garden area that
we have on our roof playground.

Query:
Pen licence in Year 5 too challenging for some children.

Different aspects are taken into consideration for every child when it comes to issuing pen licences. The
children are doing very well in working their way towards their pen licences.




