Parent Forum Minutes — Wednesday 8" May 2024

After school clubs

Query:
A parent wondered if it would be possible to have an update on the Breakfast provision please?

As you will have seen, a survey has been sent out on Classlist following my meeting with the Local Authority
regarding wraparound provision. Please ensure you complete the survey so that we can start to make plans
for next academic year. I will be able to update you further once we have all feedback from the survey.

Query:
Could Active run on a Wednesday as well?

As you know, we are very short of space and so did not run Active on a Wednesday due to the hall being
unavailable as ballet classes take place all afternoon/evening in there. This means that Active have to use a
classroom, which they already do twice a week. Given the nature of the club, we like the children to be able
to be ‘active’ and obviously this is not possible when in a classroom. However, Mrs Paiva and I are just
finalising plans for next academic year and so will be talking to Active about the possibility of offering five
days a week. We are also looking into other options that could be offered on a Wednesday and will let
parents know when club details have been confirmed.

Lunches

Query:
Could only natural yoghurt andyor fruit will be offered to the children at lunchtime?

As previously mentioned, parents can contact the office if they would like their child to only be offered fruit
for pudding.

Homework

Query:
A request for Active camp to provide more support with homework.

Copied from Parent Forum Minutes from 6.3.24.

Given the nature of Active day Camps (where they encourage the children to get active outside or play a
range of games) it is not the most conducive environment for homework. However, that said, there are
always children that want to get on with their homework and the staff are always happy to support the
children should they need it. It is not an expectation of the club providers though to ensure that the children
do their homework.

Query:
RE homework - the tasks are repetitive, eg. most weeks writing a prayer.

This is the intended nature of the prayer journals. It is meant to be a different sort of homework compared
to the rest of the week —a moment for the children to reflect spiritually. Prayer writing is a big part of the
RE curriculum and our prayer journals were highly praised in our most recent RE inspection.




P.E.

Query:
Further queries about the prospect of getting a specialised PE teacher for the school.

Mrs Paiva and I have been finalising the budget for next year and it is looking hopeful! We met with an
external PE provider yesterday, who runs PE at other local schools, and are now awaiting quotes etc. I look
forward to updating you on this soon ... watch this space!

Other

Query:
Possibility of celebrating a whole school Mass at the Brompton Oratory?

Good news! I met with Father James last week and this is exactly what we organised. A whole school Mass
at the church is already in the diary for the start of next academic year.

Query:
Concern about amount of screen time during story time in Infant classes.

Classes in the Infants have stories read to them on a regular basis. Sometimes ‘Storyline Online’ is used at
the very end of the day when the teachers are getting the class ready for home and handing out homework
and Superstar certificates etc. Wherever possible, stories are read to the children from a book in class and
Storyline Online will only be used occasionally during the busy transition time at the end of the day.

Query:
We understand that the teacher who was providing French lessons in Year 4 has left, and it appears
children are no longer having regular lessons.

Mrs Kaczmarek, who taught Year 6 on a Tuesday, has indeed left. However, Year 4 absolutely still receive
their weekly French lesson. This is with Mr Alton as Miss Zombanakis goes to Year 6 to teach them Latin
while Mr Alton comes into Year 4 to teach them French. French vocabulary for the children to learn will be
added to the weekly spelling sheets.

Query:
Parents have noticed children with smartphones outside and around the school, creating issues with other
children. What is the school policy on mobile phones?

We do indeed have a mobile phone policy. This stipulates that only children who travel to or from school
alone may bring a mobile phone. All these children have to sign a copy of the policy and know that phones
have to be turned off and put away when they arrive in school. At no point during the school day are
children allowed to access their phones. I have also told all children with phones not to have them out when
they are directly outside the school. I would encourage any issues that take place after school to be brought
to my attention — thank you.




Query:
A query about behaviour at playtime in a Junior class.

As mentioned in the previous minutes, where there is any breach of our school rules, then our behaviour
policy is followed. As always, if parents have any ongoing concerns, then I encourage you to please get in
touch with me.

Query:
Possibility of a residential trip for Year 5 as well as Year 6?

This is something that we would of course love to introduce. However, with the cost of these trips now
having risen steeply, we would be wary of asking parents to pay for residential trips for two years running.
We will however look into this to see what costs would be.

Query:
Free choice seating at lunchtimes for the Junior children.

Having listened to the children in school council, we changed the seating arrangement for the Juniors at
lunchtime so that they no longer sit in their houses but in mixed friendship groups. If a child is having
particular issues with where they are sitting then please encourage to talk to their class teacher so that we
can support them.

Query:
Update on lights for the roof playground.

Mrs Paiva has been in contact with our local authority governor about this to get an update on getting
planning permission to put lights on the roof. I will let parents know when we have more information.

Query:
Could parents be regularly updated on how the money raised from the PTA has been used?

Absolutely! Markus is going to be publishing a termly PTA newsletter with lots of information, including what
fundraising is going towards. Most recently, the PTA provided two new picnic style tables (in Oratory green
of course!) for the roof playground which the children have been very much enjoying. More information on
what fundraising is going towards to follow from Markus.

Query:
Query about booster classes for Year 6 children to prepare them for their SATS.

This is actually something that we provide throughout the year in Year 6, rather than just in the run up to
SATs. This is through our specialist intervention teacher, Mrs Graham, so that the children are equipped
with the skills and knowledge that they will need for SATs and beyond. These groups change throughout
the year, following regular intervention meetings between Mr Alton and Mrs Graham. On top of this, Mr
Alton has also been providing ‘booster’ sessions for some children before school starts and during the school
day.




