Parent Forum Minutes — Wednesday 23" October 2024

Lunches

Query:
A number of comments came up regarding lunches, including nutritional value, concern over new menus
and dessert options.

I have raised these concerns with the catering company, who Mrs Paiva and I have just met with.

Rest assured that all nutritional values are good as there are very strict standards that have to be met and
adhered to. For example, one parent mentioned that their child had received pizza, chips and cake’—just to
clarify, if the children have pizza as their option, then this is accompanied with potato wedges, not chips and
there is always a vegetable side with every meal whether you select meat or vegetarian. I have asked the
catering company for nutritional information which we can then send out to parents to make things clearer
for you.

With regard to the new menus, we are going to run a 3 week trial period after half term and see how these
menus go. We will then make any necessary changes and will also be holding a parent taster session at the
end of November (date TBC).

Query:
Please reiterate the school’s rules regarding packed lunches and snacks.

As explained on the school website, please see the following: https://www.oratory.rbkc.sch.uk/school-lunch/

We encourage parents to provide healthy well-balanced packed lunches
For children aged 5 years and above preparing a healthy well-balanced child's
lunchbox, includes:

« Starchy foods — these are bread, rice, potatoes, pasta etc

« Protein foods - including beans, puises, eggs, fish, poultry and meat

« A dairy item — this could be cheese or a yoghurt

« Vegetables or salad

« A portion of fruit

« A healthy drink such as water or semi-skimmed milk

INCLUDE:
Minimum of 1 portion of fruit and 1 portion of vegetables everyday
Include a portion of non-dairy protein such as beans/pulses, fish, poultry or meat
Qily fish at least once every few weeks (e.g. sardines, salmon)
Starchy food such as bread, pasta, rice, potatoes including wholegrain varieties
A dairy product - milk, cheese and yoghurt (unsweetened, low/medium sugar and
low/medium fat), any dairy alternatives should be unsweetened and fortified
o Water or milk (semi-skimmed or skimmed) as a drink

LIMIT:
« Processed meat products such as sausage rolls, pies, sausages elc
« Cakes and biscuits to be enjoyed as part of a meal occasionally not as a snack
o Fruit juice: no more than 150mis per day



https://www.oratory.rbkc.sch.uk/school-lunch/

Homework

Query:
A comment regarding the Jolly phonics books that the children read in the Infants and the content not being
hugely engaging.

We follow the Jolly Phonics scheme for all phonics teaching across the Infants. This phonics-based approach
teaches children the letter sounds in a specific, structured order, allowing them to build a strong foundation
in reading and writing. By aligning new reading materials with the sounds and skills they have learned, it
reinforces phonetic principles and promotes confidence in early readers. This ensures that children are not
overwhelmed with unfamiliar words, fostering a positive reading experience and gradual progression. This
systematic approach helps children develop decoding skills, which are essential for reading fluency and
comprehension. As a result, we also always provide the children with an additional ‘story book’ to take home
and share with families in order to promote reading for pleasure and foster a real love for reading within our
children.

We will put a Phonics workshop for parents into the calendar which will hopefully be particularly useful for
our Reception and Year 1 parents.

There was also a comment about books on Saints. We have a humber of excellent Saints books within
school which are used for RE teaching and assemblies and so therefore need to remain in school. I would
recommend parents either visiting the local library or purchasing some of their own if they would like these
at home.

Query:
A comment about children receiving too little homework and the teachers possibly providing additional
homework on a voluntary basis.

Homework tasks are intended to take approximately 20 minutes, and no more than half an hour. This allows
the children to engage in other important activities, such as sports, hobbies, and spending time with family,
which are equally valuable for their development. Reading is also a key part of homework and fundamental
to the children’s learning progress. As such, we will not be providing additional activities. However, parents
are more than welcome to obtain their own extra resources if they wish to supplement their child’s learning
at home.

Query:
Query about the need for parents to support with homework tasks, such as spellings and A-Z information
books, and whether these tasks are explained to children in class.

The teachers go over all homework with the children prior to sending the tasks out. The meaning of spelling
words is clarified and children are taught how to use a dictionary and thesaurus from Year 3 onwards. If
your child struggles with the meaning of some of their spelling words then I recommend having a children’s
dictionary available for them at home.

Maths homework is always consolidating what the children have been doing in class and so the children
should be familiar with the topics covered.

If your child is finding the homework too difficult to access, then please do let your child’s class teacher
know so that they can provide additional support.

Query:
Concern about the Year 4 Romans A-Z homework and the children being able to do this independently.

The children’s weekend homework will require a balance of some parental support and guidance (which
helps foster an important positive attitude towards learning) and the children developing a sense of
responsibility and independence for their work. The Year 4 children know that they can borrow the Romans
information books from the classroom over the weekend, as long as they are returned on Monday, resulting
in online research not always being necessary. I would also encourage a visit to the library to search for
further books on the Romans.




A useful website for those that might like to purchase some relevant books is:
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/history/romans/

If the children are researching online, we always use: https://www.kiddle.co/

Query:
Query about why children have to divide the page into 4 for Maths homework.

This does not need to be done going forward and I will clarify this with the children. When the children do
their ‘Maths Meetings’ in class, they divide the page into 4 due to the shorter nature of the questions but
this does not need to be the case for homework so that the children have more space for their working out.

P.E.

Query:
Question about encouraging more physical exercise and whether the Infants are having PE with the new PE
teacher.

I am actually in the midst of trialling a programme that provides classroom based ‘workouts” which would be
integrated into the children’s day at regular intervals, given the many positive benefits of exercise, both in
and out of the classroom.

Now that the first half of term with our new PE teacher has been very positive with the Juniors, we will now
start infiltrating it throughout the whole school.

Other

Query:
Possibility of a ramp into the hall to make it easier to get prams in at pick up time.

Mr Toro is looking into this.

Query:
Will children in Year 2 be going on trips to museums etc rather than just the Ecology Centre.

Every class has at least one trip per term to a variety of venues. Year 2 have an upcoming trip to St Paul’s
Cathedral as well as the St Andrew’s Book Festival and then the Science Museum next term.

Query:
Could the school provide a login for Busy Things?

This is a school-based app that is on our school iPads and so is for school use only.

Query:
Could the teachers reply to emails when they receive it?

Our policy for responding to emails is 5 working days. However, the teachers will always endeavour to
respond as soon as they can. Obviously it is not possible for teachers to respond to emails immediately as
they are busy teaching the children throughout the day.



https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/history/romans/
https://www.kiddle.co/

Query:
Follow up on the status of the crossing over to St Luke’s outside the school.

A member of the Schools Environment and Safety team from the borough undertook a recent ‘site survey’
and they have said that they are going to put some new ‘school’ signs on Ixworth Place. They are visiting
the school after half term so we will be able to update further following this meeting.

Query:
Does the school have any influence with the council to address the poor condition of the toilets in St Luke’s
playground?

No, we do not have any influence so please contact the council about this.

Query:
Could hand sanitiser be given to the children as they enter the gate at drop off?

This was a Covid regulation and not something that we will be reinstating. If parents would like their
children to sanitise their hands before entering school, then please provide your child with sanitiser.

Query:
Is there always someone on the door at pick up?

We never have the back doors to the hall unsupervised. Mr Toro is always on duty there and on the very
rare occasions when he is not in school, a member of the senior leadership team is positioned there.

Query:
Query about screentime, particularly in Reception class.

The children in Reception occasionally sing along with songs and videos related to the sounds they are
learning that week. They chose to have popcorn with an episode of Bluey for their pompom treat last week.
Paw Patrol has never been shown in school. Reception never eat in class and never watch anything on a
screen at eating time.

Videos are very rarely used during learning time and only used where they add impact to the children’s
learning. Children’s Newsround is sometimes utilised to enable the children to learn and discuss current
affairs.

Query:
Reports about the condition of the Junior girls’ toilets downstairs.

The toilets are in a general good condition. There is an area in the corridor outside the toilets that has worn
away and Mr Toro is working hard to maintain this area.

Query:
Could the school become a member of NACE?

The teachers always adapt their teaching to meet the needs of every child, including more able learners. We
have a good bank of resources and schemes that we use to ensure that we provide appropriate challenge
for every child.




Query:
Could the school sign up for Wednesday Word?

We used to subscribe to Wednesday Word, but felt that it was a lot of paper being sent home and not being
fully utilised (and at quite a cost to the school). Having looked into this recently though, they now offer a
free subscription for the digital version of the Wednesday Word which is sent to schools each week. I have
registered us and so will be able to send this out on a weekly basis. This is also a resource that we use
regularly in assemblies and in child-led act of worship in school too.

Query:
Could there be coaches for children to travel to trips on?

Hiring coaches is a huge cost that would then have to be added to the cost of trips. We utilise public
transport very successfully for trips and it is also a good skill for the children to experience as part of their
excursion.




