
Parent Forum Minutes – Tuesday 6th May 2025 

Lunches 
 

Query:  
Can the school lunches just stick to fruit or yoghurt for desserts?  
 
As previously mentioned, parents can contact the office if they would like their child to only be offered fruit 
for pudding. Mrs Steinart is also going to get feedback from school council about which desserts are less 
popular to see if fruit and yoghurt would be a more popular substitute on these days.  
 
Query: 
Has the school ever worked with or considered the Chefs in Schools initiative?  
 

Though this looks like a fantastic initiative, it is challenging when we do not have our own kitchen facilities, 
but is certainly something we can share with our catering team.  
 

Homework 
 

Query:  
Can Year 2 get Maths homework on a weekly basis?  
 
The Year 2 children start to get weekly Maths homework (on paper) from the summer term and so will start 
to receive Maths homework from now onwards.  
 
Query:  
Could the school increase the amount of homework especially during weekends. Parents are left with very 
little homework to do with their children, leading them to have to buy additional material. It would be easier 
to have some English and Math papers set by the school, in order to stay in target with what they are 
learning. 
 
Homework tasks are intended to take approximately 20 minutes, and no more than half an hour. This allows 
the children to engage in other important activities, such as sports, hobbies, and spending time with family, 
which are equally valuable for their development. Reading is also a key part of homework and fundamental to 
the children’s learning progress. If children have finished all of their homework, the best thing that they can 
do is read. Research consistently shows that more homework doesn’t always lead to better academic 
outcomes, especially in younger years. As such, we will not be providing additional activities.  
 
Query:  
Could the school subscribe to Atom Learning platform?  
 
We appreciate that parents are eager to support their children’s academic progress and may have heard of 
platforms like Atom Learning. While it offers quality content and is popular among some independent schools 
and families preparing for entrance exams, there are several reasons why we as a school will not be signing 
up for it:  
 

-As a state school, we are committed to ensuring that all children have equal access to learning resources. 
Atom Learning is a paid service at quite a significant cost.  
-Atom Learning is heavily focused on preparation for selective entrance exams and not based on the National 
Curriculum which we follow.  
-We are cautious about placing too much emphasis on test-style learning and competition, which is what this 
platform does.  
 
Some families may choose to use Atom Learning at home and we absolutely support this personal decision. 
However, as a school we will not be signing up to this platform.   
 
 



Query:  
Requests for more classical books and classical poetry for children to read.  
 
We have many of the classical titles available for the children to read in their class libraries (particularly in the 
Junior classes). In the infants we need to ensure that the reading books that the children are taking home 
are aligned with their reading band. However, the children can by all means read other books for pleasure at 
home and we of course encourage the children to make use of their local library too. Poetry is an integral 
part and threaded through our English curriculum in all year groups, ensuring that they cover poetry every 
term. As well as our ‘Poetry Fortnight’ in the Autumn term where all of the classes perform a poem to the rest 
of the school.  
 

Other 
 

Query:  
Concern over how much the children watch the white board screen in Reception class.  
 
The only time the children are ‘watching’ something on the interactive whiteboard in class is when they return 
from an assembly (or something where they have been sitting for a period of time) and the children then 
follow along to a music and movement song so that they can have a moment of being active before their 
teaching time on the carpet.  
 
Query:  
Could the children be organised for performances (Christmas and others) so that parents can see them.  
 
As I’m sure you can appreciate, seating 90 children for the Nativity is always very carefully considered but will 
inevitably always result in some children being harder to see. This is why every child in Year 1 and Year 2 has 
their moment on the stage and Reception also walk around the hall when they sing their song. Reception 
children will take on bigger roles in the Nativity as they move up through the Infants, giving parents more 
opportunity to see them.   
 
Query:  
Could the school participate in the ‘Bridge Programme’?  
 
I have enquired with them about joining this and am currently awaiting a response.  
 
Query:  
Why doesn’t our school participate in the tri-borough music hub?  
 
We do! Tri-borough Music Hub delivers all of our music teaching from Year 1 - Year 6, as explained at our 
beginning of year parent meetings and on our website under ‘Curriculum Areas’: 
https://www.oratory.rbkc.sch.uk/curriculum-areas/#toggle-id-10 
 
Query:  
Why is the newsletter publicly available online?  
 
Our newsletter is available through our school website as it is then easily accessible for parents, is a good 
advert for our school for prospective parents and also available for external agencies such as Ofsted. Parents 
can of course choose for their child to not be in the newsletter.  
 
Query:  
I would like the school to consider moving away from electronic whiteboards and use traditional teaching 
methods and black boards.  
 

As a school, we will not be moving away from the use of electronic whiteboards for a number of reasons:  
-Enhanced learning experience for the children, including diagrams and real-time web content, as well as 
catering to different learning styles – especially visual and auditory learners.  

https://www.oratory.rbkc.sch.uk/curriculum-areas/#toggle-id-10


-Interactivity enhances engagement and participation from the children.  
-The digital boards also include tools to support pupils with specific learning needs.  
-Efficient use of teacher time.  
-Our classrooms need to prepare the children with real-world skills.  
 
This does not mean to say that the children spend prolonged times in front of a screen. All teaching in school 
is interactive and most importantly, is led by pupil participation. As part of our pedagogical practice, we use 
Barak Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction across the school. This creates an engaging learning environment 
that caters to the children’s individual needs and so fosters better understanding and retention of subject 
matter.   These principles of instruction include methods such as:    

- Clear, sequential instructions and descriptions   
- Key questioning   
- Scaffolding, guiding and modeling   
- Opportunity for practice and rehearsal of new learning in order to retain the new knowledge   
- Opportunity to demonstrate what they have learnt   
- Systematic feedback & re-teaching of material whenever needed  
- Independent practice which includes recalling on previous learning through our ‘what do I know, what can I 
remember?’ questions at the beginning of lessons as well as end of unit assessments. 
 
Query:  
It would be great to have some support for parents who are not yet acquainted to the UK school system and 
some guidance of what’s expected for the year e.g. handwriting.  
 
In our September ‘Meet the Teachers’ evening, all parents are provided with a detailed ‘parent pack’ which 
goes through curriculum objectives and expectations for the entire year. Teachers also spend time talking 
parents through the year and what to expect during this meeting. Further support is also available on our 
website under the ‘Curriculum Area & Year Groups’, where parents can see the objectives for each year 
group, including what’s expected in handwriting for each year. The newsletter also has weekly learning 
updates for each class.  
 
Query:  
I’d like to see something other than weekly cake sales.  
 
There are 6 cake sales (as well as the Pupil Chaplaincy Team Easter bake sale) spaced evenly throughout the 
year. Cake sales are a popular, fun and fairly straightforward fundraiser and remain a vital source of income 
for our wonderful PTA. Parents can of course choose not to attend the cake sales if they would prefer their 
children not to purchase the cakes.  
 
Query:  
Can we rent out the hall for parties and events?  
 
While this is something we have explored in the past, there are a number of challenges that make it 
unfeasible for us to proceed. Health and safety regulations, particularly regarding access to toilets, mean that 
guests would require entry to other areas of the school building, which raises significant supervision and 
safeguarding concerns. In addition, such events would require Mr Toro to be on site during weekends to 
manage access and security, and would also involve additional logistics such as cleaning etc. The financial 
return to the school is also minimal and so we will not be renting out the hall for parties.  
 

Query:  
Can we have a French club? 
 

French is on our list of potential clubs for September.   
 

 
 
 

https://www.oratory.rbkc.sch.uk/year-groups/


Query:   
Follow up on the status of the crossing over to St Luke’s outside the school.   
  
Whilst the prospect of the zebra crossing being moved is unlikely, we continue to work with the Road Safety 
officers from the Local Authority who are going to put some barriers up alongside the road by the school.  
 

Query:  
Can Active Day Camps take over from other clubs so parents can do a 6pm pick up?  
 

Yes, parents can sign their child up for the second session of Active following another club for a 6pm pick up. 
 
Query:  
It seems that there are some boys with quite long hair now. Has the policy changed? 
 
Our school hair policy is that all longer hair should be tied back and tidy. This is to prevent the spread of 
head lice and to ensure that the children’s hair is not going in their face when they are trying to work.  
 
Query:  
Comment about the quality of the individual and sibling photos and whether changes will be made.  
 
Although we did enquire with the photography company about taking the photographs outside this year, they 
were unable to do so. Next year we will be using a new company who have been recommended to us. They 
have more options available for parents, such as a choice of a number of backgrounds for the photos.  
 
 

 


