
 

 

Newsletter 
Autumn Term: 28th November 2025 

 

 

 

We work together, we play together, we laugh together, we pray together. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming dates  
 
December 
2 Dec Christmas Fair in hall 3.30pm  
11 & 12 Dec Infant Nativity 2pm  

16 Dec Junior Carol Service 7pm  
18 Dec Children’s Day (Christmas party)  

19 Dec End of term 1.30pm   

 

January 2026 
5 Jan Inset Day (no children) 
6 Jan Children return 

9 Jan House of the term mufti day  
12 Jan Winter Week  

13 Jan Y3 Mass & First Communion meeting 2.15pm  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
January 2026 (cont.) 
16 Jan Winter mufti day  
16 Jan Year 4 Cake Sale  

19 Jan Coffee Morning & Uniform Sale  
19 Jan Parent & Child Book share 3.45-5.30pm  

26 Jan STEM Week  

26 Jan Y2 & Y4 Family Mass 2.15pm  
28 Jan Parent Forum 10am  

30 Jan PTA Gala Breakfast! (8.30am)  

 
February  
6 Feb Year 3 Class Assembly 9.15am  
9 Feb Children’s Mental Health Week  

10 Feb Safer Internet Day  
13 Feb Pupil Chaplaincy Team Lent Assembly  

13 Feb Year 3 Pancake Sale  
 

  
 

 

 

Dear Parents, 
We have had a lovely week learning about and preparing ourselves for the special season of Advent. As 
ever, our Pupil Chaplaincy Team have done a wonderful job.  
This is an incredibly special time of year and the children are very busy preparing for their Nativity in the 
Infants and Carol Service in the Juniors. They are very excited to share these performances with you. 
Please read on for lots of important information about all of the special events we have planned and how 
we celebrate Advent with the children in school. One of these is for the children to make their Advent 
Promise star which you will find in their bags today. Please remind them to complete them and bring them 
back to school on Monday. We very much look forward to seeing you at the first of our events – the 
Christmas Fair after school on Tuesday. Wishing you all a lovely weekend!  
 

With my very best wishes, Mrs Steinart   
 
 

Please note: these dates do not include school trips. Please 
check on classlist, and in your child’s bag, for other letters 

and announcements 

 

 

This week’s theme: ADVENT 
In assemblies this week we have looked at the theme of Advent as we enter this very special liturgical season. We learnt 

about the symbolism of Advent and talked about the different ways in which we prepare for and celebrate Advent in 
school. We also lit the first candle on our Advent wreath which represents hope and thought about all the things that 

bring us hope.  
 

Story of the Week 
An Advent of Hope  

By Madeleiene Carroll 
 

 

Music of the Week 
Handel’s  
Messiah  

 

 

            Art of the Week 
Weihnachts-Kalender, Im Lande 

des Christkinds, 1903  
Drawn by Richard Ernst Kepler 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent and Christmas at Oratory  

 
 

What is advent and how do we prepare at our school? 
As a Catholic school, we will be using this opportunity to encourage the pupils to remain focused on this period of the 

Liturgical Year and not to jump ahead to Christmas.  Advent is about preparation and waiting and it is important we 

do not skip past this important time in the Church’s calendar.   
We will be preparing in several ways: 

 Using purple cloths on our prayer areas in each class. Purple is the colour of Advent. 
 Lighting our Advent Wreath and learning about its meaning. 

 Making Advent calendars to encourage us to prepare our hearts and minds for Jesus.  

 Set up our crib in the hall with Mary and Joseph in at first- to remember that we wait for Jesus to arrive. 
 Making Advent stars for the tree with our advent promises on. 
 

How do we celebrate Christmas at our school? 
Although Advent ends on Christmas Eve, we also want the children to be able to celebrate the wonder of the 

Christmas season together, and so in the last week and a half of term we will: 
 Share cards through our ‘school post box’.  

 Add joyous decorations to the Christmas Tree made by all of the children. 
 Add all the figures to the crib. 

 Celebrate together through our Carol Services, Nativity Plays and Christmas Lunch. 

 In January we will return to school and celebrate our Feast of the Epiphany Mass with Fr James.  
 

What are the particular arrangements for special events at this time of year? 
 

Infant Nativity Plays 

These will be performed on two consecutive days in the hall, on Thursday 11th and Friday 12th December at 2pm. 
Parents can choose ONE performance only to come and watch - this ensures that there is space for everyone to 

come and enjoy the very special performance.  Year 2, Year 1 and Reception all perform together. They have been 
rehearsing brilliantly and are so excited to share their wonderful performance with you.  

 
After the performance, the PTA will kindly provide refreshments and mince pies while you wait for your child to get 

changed into uniform again.  

 
Christmas Fair – Tuesday 2nd December – 3.30-5.00pm in the school hall  

Arts & Crafts made by the children, second hand toys & books, Christmas wreaths, lucky dip, hot chocolates and 
much more! It will be great fun and a perfect opportunity to raise precious funds for our wonderful school!  

 

Junior Carol Service 
On Tuesday 16th December our Junior Carol Service will take place at the Oratory Church.  The service will start at 

7pm, however, all children must arrive at St Joseph’s hall at 6.40pm. Children should arrive quietly, as there will 
be a Mass in progress in the Little Oratory chapel opposite. The pupils must be clean and tidy in appearance, wearing 
full school uniform with white shirts, cardigans/jumpers and blazers. Duffle coats and hats must be left with parents 

as they cannot be left in St Joseph’s hall. At the end of the service, the children will process down the aisle, and wait 
with their teacher outside where you can collect them. Please let the teacher know that you are taking your child. This 

is a religious service, and NO PHOTOGRAPHY IS ALLOWED. Please ask your friends and relatives too, as unfortunately 
every year there are a handful of people who sadly do not respect this request and need to be reminded during the 

service. We would be grateful if some parents could volunteer to carry the heavy benches back to their original 
positions at the end of the service, please let your rep know if you can help. 

 

Children’s Day 
Thursday 18th December is Children’s Day. Children attend school wearing their own clothes (as Christmas themed as 

they like) and enjoy lunch that the Parents’ Association will very kindly provide. The infants will have an entertainer in 
the morning and the juniors will have a disco in the afternoon. The children always have a wonderful day with lots of 

fun and laughter, plus Father Christmas will also be visiting us again this year! We ask for a donation of £2 per child 

to cover the cost of the entertainment – please log onto ParentPay to give your donation.   

 

 

https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v5/#/login


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil Chaplaincy Advent 
Assembly 

Thank you to our wonderful Pupil Chaplaincy Team who taught us 
all about the special season of Advent in assembly this morning. 
They all did an excellent job led by our two Year 6 RE prefects.  

Well done, Pupil Chaplaincy Team!  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Diocesan Christmas Card Competition  
 

Well done to all of the children that have already handed in entries for this. There’s still time to submit an 
entry if you would like to! 

 

 

 
 

Shark Alert! 
I was certainly in for a big surprise 
when two sharks came knocking 

on my office door yesterday! 
Fortunately for me, they were very 
friendly and even turned out to be 
poetry-reciting sharks too! It was 
certainly the first Super Steinart’s 

ever awarded to sharks!  
Super work, sharks!   

 

 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 visit to St Paul’s Cathedral  
The children really enjoyed our trip to St. Paul’s Cathedral where we extended our learning on the Great 

Fire of London. We took part in a lovely workshop during which we explored the cathedral. We then had the 
opportunity to climb up to the Whispering Gallery. Well done Year 2 on a fantastic day out!  

   
 

   

 

 

Year 4 Exploring Compressed Air in D.T.  
Last week in their DT lesson, Year 4 designed and created a variety of fantastic vehicles. So this week was 
all about getting those vehicles whizzing along. As you can see, they had great fun experimenting different 
ways of powering their vehicles and explored compressed air as a way of making their vehicles move.  

Excellent work, Year 4 Design and Technologists! 

     
 

       
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chaplain’s Corner – Fr James 
The First Sunday of Advent presents us with a surprising Gospel passage: the 
Lord’s prophecy about the destruction of the Temple and the Second Coming. 

It turns our minds to ‘the end,’ and not the ‘beginning’ of the Good News, 
which we celebrate at Christmas, as we’d perhaps expect. This is because by 

entering into the spirit of longing for the birth of Christ, which we try to do 
during Advent, we take up Christ’s exhortation in today’s Gospel to be ready to 
meet Him when He comes to us, both now through grace, and in person at the 

hour of our death. 

 
 

 

Wednesday 
Word 

 

Wednesday 26th 
November  

Parent Helpers Needed! 

There are many wonderful upcoming events where parent helpers are very much appreciated – please let Markus or 
your rep know if you are able to help at any of the following:  

1st December: Wreath making for the Christmas Fair.  
 
2nd December: Christmas Fair in the hall 3.30pm (help needed with set up, manning stalls and clear up)  
 
11th & 12th December: Infant Nativity Play (help needed with handing out drinks and nibbles after the 
performance)  
 
18th December: Children’s Day (help needed with setting up the hall for lunch, serving lunch, clearing 
the hall ready for discos in the afternoon, helping at Junior discos).  

 

  
We are very excited for our Christmas Fair on 

Tuesday 2nd December from 3.30pm until 
5pm.  

 

The children will be dismissed from the side 
playground that day. You must pick up your 

child before coming into the hall please.  
Some of our School Council members will be 

supporting parents on the stalls.  
 

These will include an arts and crafts table for 
each year group (the children have been 

working hard on creating beautiful Christmas 
ornaments) and parents can make a donation 
for their child’s ornament. Mrs Paiva will be 
putting a link on ParentPay at the beginning 

of next week so that you can make your 
donations ahead of the fair and to save 

having to wait for the card machines on the 
day if you would like to.  

 

There will also be exciting clothes, toys and 
books stalls; beautiful wreaths (made by each 

year group) as well as delicious cakes, 
biscuits and hot drinks … do come and enjoy 
the fun! All proceeds from the fair will raise 

precious funds for our wonderful school.  
We look forward to seeing you there!  

 

School Choir News 
 
 

The School Choir are incredibly excited to be singing 
Carols in Peter Jones, Sloane Square on 

Monday 8th December at 2pm. 
So, if you happen to be doing a spot of Christmas 

shopping at this time you will be sweetly serenaded as 
you shop! 

 

https://wednesday-word.paperturn-view.com/advent?pid=MTA101634&v=191.3
https://wednesday-word.paperturn-view.com/advent?pid=MTA101634&v=191.3


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Fair 
Donate Toys & Children’s Books 

 
Dear Parents, 

As we prepare for our Second-Hand Toys & Children’s Bookstall at Tuesday’s Christmas Fair, we are 
kindly asking for donations of children’s toys and books in mint condition. These will be sold at the fair to raise 

funds for our school. 📚🧸   

If you have suitable items you’d like to donate, please drop them off at the school office any time from 
now until the end of the day on Monday, so that we can prepare everything for resale on Tuesday. Please 

drop me a line if you need help bringing any items to school! 🚗   

Thank you, as always, for your generosity and help. 🎄 ❤️  

Best wishes, 

Markus 

 

Author Visit for Year 3 & Year 4  
Our Year 3 and Year 4 children very much enjoyed a visit to meet authors Doug Naylor (for Year 4) and 

Lindsay Littleson (for Year 3) as part of the St Andrew’s Book Festival this week. They listened attentively 
and asked excellent questions, leaving inspired to use their own brilliant author skills!  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caritas Westminster Advent Giving Calendar 
During this season of Advent, we will be collecting for the Caritas Advent Giving Calendar as a way of 

supporting those who may need extra support this Christmas. I explained to the children in assembly that 
you can bring items on any day you wish. There will be boxes in the hall for the children to leave their 

donations. We then need some kind parent volunteers to do some food bank runs when you can – please 
let me or Markus know – many thanks in advance!  

 

Honey or 

17 20 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 
What another brilliant week in Year 5! Alongside our exciting mosaic workshops, we have had some great 
learning opportunities too. Here is a snippet of our learning this week: 
 
In Maths, we have started our unit on 'Fractions' and have been finding fractions equivalent to unit and 
non-unit fractions.  
In English, we have been focusing on our report style writing again, using our book 'High Rise Mystery' 
as a stimulus. We have written reports about the shocking mystery of Hugo's disappearance, using strong 
vocabulary and eye-catching features for our writing.  
In PSHE, we continued to look at our rights. 
In Science, Year 5 conducted a fair test to find out whether the temperature of water affected how 
quickly a sugar cube would dissolve. They used their data to make a graph showing the results. 
In Art, we planned our designs for our scarab beetle. 
In RE, we used scripture to look at Moses response to God. Understanding that God guides us and 
challenges his people, being aware of our need to grow in faith and trust in God. 
In French, we look at common classroom items. 
Have a wonderful weekend! Miss Cornes, Miss Carmody and Miss Ffyon 

   
 

What’s been going on in class this week? 
Year 6 

English: This week we have continued to read War Horse and have been researching how horses were 
used during WWI in preparation to write a persuasive pamphlet from the Ministry of Defence to horse 
owners. We identified facts to share with the owners and discussed how to make word them to make the 
requisition of their animals positive. We then discussed how emotive language would help to make our 
writing persuasive. We planned our persuasive pamphlet and will be writing it up on Monday.  
 
Maths: Comparing and ordering fractions with the same numerator; using equivalent fractions to add and 
subtract fractions with different denominators  
Science: To use understanding of how light travels to explain how objects are seen: explain what 
reflection is  
RE: We looked at the work of Fr Pedro Opeka and how he has devoted his life to help the poor of 
Madagascar  
History: This week we focused on evacuation and discussed how the number of evacuees fluctuated 
during the war. Next, we will research events throughout the war that influenced parents to send their 
children away or call them home.  
PSHE: we continued our Brain Buddies workshop and discussed how to manage worries. We looked at 
different scenarios and identified if we could solve them in the moment or if we needed to let it go and 
think about something else.  

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4:  
Year 4 have worked very well this week. We enjoyed our trip to St. Andrew's Book Festival on Thursday 
where we got to listen to an author discuss his writing process. We had the chance to ask him lots of 
questions about books and writing. Here's what we have been learning in class: 
 
English: In English, we practised identifying and using fronted adverbials. We looked at new vocabulary in 
texts and wrote a letter in role as a character who has escaped from Pompeii 
Maths: We used our times tables in our multiplication and division practice. We looked at what happens 
when we multiply by 0 and used bar models to represent different division problems. 
R.E: We learned about Zechariah and his visit from the Angel Gabriel, and how he showed faith in God. 
We also created our own advent prayers. 
Geography: We explored the link between tectonic plates and volcanic activity. We discussed the layers of 
the earth and the different parts of a volcano. 
French: We described the location of objects and practised using different prepositions.  
P.E: We practised our dodging, passing and restart in rugby. 
D.T: We discussed different ways of powering our vehicles and explored compressed air as a way of 
making our vehicles move. 
Well done Year 4 on another brilliant week of learning! Miss McVeigh, Miss Pinson and Mrs. Bailey 

   

Year 3: 
Year 3 have had a wonderful week, filled with mosaic-making and author visits! This week Year 3 have learnt: 
-In Maths, we consolidated our addition and subtraction skills, using them to answer word questions and 
looking at using estimation and the inverse to check our answers. 
-In English, we looked at using apostrophes to create the contracted form of words. We also used the 
inspiration of the comet in our story to create poems and illustrations to match. 
-In RE, we reflected on the true meaning of advent. We thought about how we can prepare for Jesus' 
birthday by spreading hope, peace, joy and love. 
-In French, we named classroom items and took care to notice which words were plurals. 
-In Science, we explored the force of magnetism by seeing which magnets could hold the most paperclips 
without being linked. We learnt that the size of a magnet doesn't necessarily denote the strength. 
-In PSHE, we learnt about why and how rules and laws that protect themselves and others are made and 
enforced. We also discussed why different rules are needed in different situations. 
-In History, we learnt about some of the most significant people who have lived in Chelsea. 
-In Computing, we finalised our presentations on Ada Lovelace, focusing on editing and positioning text 
and inserting images. 
-In PE, we began our new topic of Rugby, we looked at how to hold a rugby ball and always passing 
behind us. 

    
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2: 
We have had a lovely week in Year 2! The children really enjoyed our trip to St. Paul’s Cathedral where we 
extended our learning on the Great Fire of London. We took part in a lovely workshop during which we 
explored the cathedral. We then had the opportunity to climb up to the Whispering Gallery. We have been 
doing lots of rehearsing for the Nativity and the children have been working hard during rehearsals. Here 
is what else we have been up to this week: 

¶ In English, as part of our text ‘The Lonely Beast’, we created our own beastly creatures 
who could seek to be a friend for the Lonely Beast. We used expanded noun phrases to 
describe our creatures. 

¶ In Maths, we have been focusing on adding two 2-digit numbers (not across 10). 
¶ In RE, we have looked at Advent and how we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus. We 

discussed the meaning of the Advent wreath and made an Advent calendar for our 
classroom. 

¶ In History, we wrote recounts of what happened at the Great Fire of London. 
¶ In Whole Class Reading, we have started reading the story ‘There’s a Rang-Tan in my 

bedroom’. We used retrieval skills to decide whether statements were true or false. 

   
 

 
 

 
 

Year 1: 
We have had a wonderful week in Year 1. The children have been working hard to learn their Nativity 
songs and I have been enjoying hearing them practicing. This is what we have been learning in class: 
 
Maths: This week we have been subtracting using a number line, answering written word problems and 
finding one less of a given number. We have been finding the 8 fact families of a part-part whole sentence. 
We have also started our shape topic and identified 3D shapes. 
Literacy: In Literacy we have started our new book 'Billy and the Beast'. We have been learning about past 
tense and using the '-ed' suffix. Using our past tense words we wrote about our own perfect day. 
Science: In Science we conducted an experiment to find the stretchiest material to make Santa's sack. 
Religious Education: In Religious Education we have started to learn about Advent and discussed different 
ways we can prepare for Jesus' birthday. We chose some advent promises we wanted to complete during 
this time.  
History: In History we have been continuing to learn about Mary Anning and her discoveries. 
Phonics: In Phonics we focused on identifying and writing words that contain i_e and ew. 
Art; In Art we have been using line and shading to draw our own fossils. 
Have a lovely weekend, Year 1 team. 

      
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Reception:  
 We have had a very exciting week of learning in Reception this week! 
Phonics: We have been reading and writing words with double letter digraphs such as hill, hiss. 
Literacy: We have continued reading the story Look Up. The children have been practising writing lists of 
objects they would bring to space! 
Maths: We have been learning about he composition of number to 5. 
UTW: This week, we have been learning  about transport in the past and discussed how transport has 
changed overtime. 
PSED: This week, we discussed sharing and read the story “I really want to share” 
EAD: The children have enjoyed creating aliens using different materials from around the classroom. 
C&L: The children were excited to ask questions and listen to each other’s ideas as they tried to solve the 
mystery of how the aliens visited our classroom! 
RE: This week, we began learning about The Nativity story. 

       
 

Pupil of the Week &  

Act of Kindness  

Congratulations to these children who have had an extra special week and received Pupil of the 
Week and Act of Kindness awards. Keep up the great work!  

 Pupil of the Week Act of Kindness 

Reception Lucas  Leah 

Year 1 Freddie Patrick 

Year 2 Gabrielle-Mary  Pierre 

Year 3 Sofia Matteo 

Year 4 Alba Francesco  

Year 5 Lydia Leo Mattia  

Year 6 Max W Chelsea Jade  

Special Act of Kindness Matthias & Maximilian 
Y1 

 

 House of the Week   Class of the Week  
 

Red House  Year 3  
(For being so sensible when working in 

the hall ALL day!) 

       
 


